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BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



DELOS ABIEL BLODGETT 



Few men in America have dona mora for tba cauM of Free- 
thothouffbt Uian the lubJiMt of this ikatolK. For yaara ha baa 
contributed fraely of bta ample maani to further the intaraitt^ o? 
universal mantai liberty, and be oontrtbutad with laTiah hand. 
Quiet reeerved, unoitentatiout, retirtng, hit name ahona like 
•ome brifbt meteor, witbout elTort. without intention on hla part, 
beoauee cf the good he had done, not for any ditplay eoiight, for 
he eouffbt none. Now that death has laid him low, the Blade 
feels that it can pay no higher tribute to hla memory tftma to jive 
him a place In the honorarium list and briefly recount his career 
In these columns. 

ix los A. Blodgeit was personally unknown to the tflSe'F 
edi or. iiu(\ >< t. when in tlu* exercise of bis duties years ago as 
Secn iarx < I" tii" F: i Ik imiii Federation of America, appeaMor 
help wM-<' iiiadr K. Mr. HUxlK^'tt. nevcr was there an appeal' made 
in vain: ^-rrtorr. it is by rather limited penonal atxpertence 
thai w»' (an ^ix-al^ of liini now. 

He was Ijorn in (Jist^o county, N'l \v Yoik. on the '.Wd day of 
March. 1H2:.. and falling' to lii.>^ « ternal test during: ih*- |»ast y«'ar. 
he wa-. th«'r« tore. alioui n"! y.-ars of whi'ii tlu- ^riin ^jaioi 
came. W Immi iiut fonr yrais of a^ic. lie Wf nt with his icimTLs, 
Al>i» 1 I), and Sii-an H. lil'dK- tt. to Kri«' county in the sain»' Siai«'. 
and licit acM>ii'"« '1 :« c innion .school education, whic'i was his ^ni> 
oi-jioiiuniu in ilia' dirccijon. At the a«c of L'<> years hi^^v ft 
the patunal roof and enter. d the hijx world on his own account, 
and we now find him a rafisman on the Allegheny. Ohio and Mis 
Hisslppi Rivers, rafiin^r d( wn \i, New Orleans. His liealih failed 
him In that Soutli<rii climate, and I'e immediately returned north, 
going to .McHenr\ county Illincl- whither his par-^nts had now 
aetUed 

Following' various calliims principally farm work, until ahotit 
til.' fall (d' !S|:;. Ii.' went into M'chiKan. and l)eKan a period of 
lal>4)i in tin- lumher works in th.- vicinity of .MuskeKi n. Two 
y«'«irs of |»aiient hihor broimlit him to a point where ii.' det. rmined 
to end>ark in the hnnh. r and lo^uin^' husin.'ss on h'J^ own account, 
and from t at day. about isr.<». the r.-markahle success of Mr 
BlodK*"'* Koes to make up a consid<r;thle pcrtjon of the history 
of th«* develoiduent of the State of Michigan, now r ■comii/..'Tl as 
one of the largest iundjerlne: States of the T^nion. Succ( ss led 
him to enter other spheres of human activity, and a little later 
he became oin' of tlu- most prondnent a!id succ. ssful hankers in 
that rejfion. and d. aler in real estate. Kven at the time of his 
death he had lar^e lumhrT int< rests in northern MichiKaft. and 
other business connecti<ms. Nor <lid h.- confine his operations to 
Michigan, for lu* madr* successful business ventur.- in the far 
West, including Washiimtrin. Ore>L;oii. and s- m^ of tli. Culf St;itcs 
while Ms real estate holdings took in (irand Rapids and Chicago. 

During bif entire career be was alwaya known aa a man of 



independent thought At an early age he thought hinuMlf out of 
all church teachings and openly espoused the side of Freatbouglit. 
He attended a few of the National Preetbought ConTentions* 
without any display, his sole mission and purpoae bebig to help. 
He was of exceeedfaigly bright and cheerful temperament, oC 
kindly and charitable disposition, generous to a fkult, and faithful 
to every trust, domestic or public. 

On the 9th day of September, 18r»«, Mr. Blodgett was married 
to Misa Jennie 8. Wood, of Woodstock. III., from which union two 
children were bom. One son and n daughter came to hless and 
brighten their lives. The former, John W. Blodgett, t.nd the latter, 
now Mrs l<:dward Ix)we. both reside in Grand Rapids, Mich., the 
scene of iheir father's greatest activities.. After thirty years 
cf d«.mesiic happiness, Mrs. Blodgett died, and thr^,^ years later 
Mr. Hlod^eti was married to Miss Daisy A. Peck, daughter of the 
famous ;nit]i( r, \V;ili:im H. rerd<. of .Atlanta. C.eor^:!:!. 

Air. IWodi^eft was always a cl(»s.- cdis.MM-r of unman nattire. 
and to tlii- f;H t may he attrihuted a large proportion of tils 
imlu.-Jrial success. It is >aid of l:im that his succes-i in life "hjis 
h f no ranc( r in 'lie minds of his employes or his husintss com 
petitors. ,111(1 that it h:is never chunked his manners or his ex- 
tiMiM kindliness ti wards otli. i.-.'" Would that ili" gr<'af world 
h.nl mor.' such men. for the condition of ;!it jioor would he hei- 
u red coiisiderahl> therrhy. .Accumulating w. alth in his own 
name, |e nev.-r hesitated or halted at dcing g. od. and used it 
without stint or purpose in Iping otliri-s. for their g- od. and 
to cr«pte some little li:ippin<'ss to the mor.- luiforiunate In life's 
battles. The cause of l-'reet hoiiglit in .Am. ric i ha-, enjoyed his 
hxmtitui hospitality, and wh. n in sir.'ss he made tho Imrdens 
l'i;l!ter hy his voluntarv c(;ntrihuti<»ns tln-reto. .As we said, at 
t'.' time <f his death, some months ago. the lllade r^.as not made 
the recipient of his generosity, hut orn' who has done so nmcli. 
with till utmost cdieerfulress, must be counted one of the imnior- 
t:iis wiKise name shall BOTer Me so long as the kumaa rMe 

c< nt inues to exist. 

During the closing ye:irs of his life he was an Incessant 
reader. He owned n magriiticfnt llhrary. and to this he frequently 
n sorted for that recreation which tended to character building 
an l the making of re;il men Dis mind was as broad as the 
universe itself. Ixiv, of humanity was his cherished Ideal. 
True ft i. nflship h<- souulit to win hv extondinp: It f) otliers. and 
h\ p. rsoiril e\ niiple lie diil mor.- to enrich the name of Frecw 
thought than many who speak with their Hps or write with pen. 

Vvery liberal In America can afford to deplore the loss our 
cause sustained on account of his death. He had reachad the 
a«;e of 83 years, however, an age wh4»n Mother Nature gently 
touched him with her magic wand and tba tired body gwra way 
tc walooma eternal rent. 



BLUE OkaSS BLADE. t , 

Scientific Truth is By Nature Constructive 



Jii II \lv\A\ lo A. I]. W'jkN', tln' Propaganda of Materialiit 
rhilusui»li^- Must lie (fivfii u Constructive Side. 

I /*'// /•'. A'. Sfiin/is. ] 
III your jii'ticl<', "nil-' I'lu-t Ai li('i>!ii," w liirli ;i|»|M'ariMl 
ill tlic of N'nv. L'Mtli, yon jippoar to -rr XciiJitioii in 

til" olFortH of the MatiM-iulist AMsooiation **to Imild up an 
orjranization for tho onlijrlitmont and freedom from super- 
-lilinu of Inniiiiiii! \ .*' !li;\r y«ni not in youi* tir^t pnra- 
:ir;ipli liivon < \|.r< --iMn !<• i i»:ir;i"lM.vi<Ml npinion f It sooms 
SM to nio. 

If smytliiu^, tin- -tatt'inciit, ••fnrflnni from superstition 
of huinanity" siippo»efl a lilx^rntion, or relief, from a belief 
in a false do<»trine, or Rvsteni of etliies, whieh, if relating 
to rt'liLrion, Ti:ition:ili>ts, at least, dcfdnre to be superstition. 
\\' flii< ii<-('rti<»n In- triu\ ;in'l linni.iiiilv -human lM'inir> 
liccnnic Ity i-('.:-.>n of tlicii- iM-lirf lir-f. -.l;iv(»-! to =.nperstition, 
jin<l ;ift('rv.;M'<l- l.rcMinc fp cl. I i IciMit-.l ( iii( iit;illy K through 
a breaking down or deatriietion f»f the l»eliof in the super- 
stition, f»oino ap:on<'v must of neeessity have been employed 
to :i<MMiiiipll-li tlii- iii('iit;il «-li:m«.!r. Tlid'c coiil'] 1m> Itnt on<' 
in-trnnn-nt n-ctl. tint nf o.lnriit ion. Ri<ilit edncation, 
irnilifnl iiir<»nii;ii i.-n, -.jroy-. error. AVheu human beings 
iKM'ouie trutlifnlly ediieated, tliev ean no loncer entertain 
erroneous beliefs about superstition, or anything within the 
i .'mi:r of matters or subjects afTivting the weal or woe of 
nirmkind. 

Afen and women, <Miltiin'<1 ;md refine<l by edncation, l>o- 
eome better eitizens, niorr capnltlf* in every walk of lift*. If 
trnthfully informed in rciznrd to superstition, they become 
inentnlly froo and nre thereby enabled to ]ierform works of 
the most far-n'.'H'liinir benefit to tb(M*r fellowd>einirs. Tn this 
<M»('r:ition 1>\- wliicli Il-iimimiicc. tlir (mii-c of (•tT"»n.'on«^ lu'li^-f 
in false tlieori(»s n'S|M»ct inir relijrion, result inir in mental 
"ilavery to superstition, beeomes transformed ^y tmthfnl 
information— education — into a power patent for great 
Lrood to bnmnnitv. snrelv something of value aloncr the 
'iiir- -.f cMii-t nicl i\ It.i- Ix'cn 'Innr. Tt fnHnw^ from 
this, then, tli:it ridit r.liicnti .11 -cicnf itic tnitli«i eonsti- 
tutes a con«^tnictiv(' clcniciit in ii- a |M»li«*at ion to human 
affairs, and one of its ehiof obj(vts in to des^troy ignorance, 
credulity and belief in false doetrines pertaining to myth- 
ical i»('r-oii:ii'-('-; pcr-Miiific.]. ;in<1 tla* ]>roieotlon of human 
life .in<l individnality beyon<l mortality. 

Fii \''rv fnet, education is tlic onlv ktmun f:i( *^or by whieh 
human beings can be successfully freed from religious 
uiflrhtmare. 

7^ tlien. true odnfation can :ind dop«i n>|»l;ict> iij-norance 
with knowledire, thus beeomin'j: «*onstruetive in cliaraeter 
and it constitutes the basic principle upon which the Ma- 



t« iiali>t AssorijitlMii has been organized, the vital factor 
with which the Association intends to enlighten and free 
liumanity from superstition, upon what foundation dr-* 
yonr oliariic of "Xciiiit ion" rost ? 

Vour attempt to sustain tin* Xetration theory airain-f ihr 
Materialist Assoeiation by makiiiir the IJrotherhond .»f Man 
<lei)endent upon a God Fatherhooii, t»ugge!4t:i more ot 
sophistry than of philoeophy. The relationship existing 
between linnian beings of the -iOth century and tlieir ori^ji'i 
in protoplasmie or cellular lif<\ and beyond to • :ir-i «anse*' 
t'orees. I)e tlu'v "nynamie." "Great S])irii," **<i...|, * nr 
any real or imaginary power, is so entirely remote in 
and distance that it certainly cannot become a very fonnid- 
''able obstacle, or *^negation'\ in opposition tj thi? Associa- 
tion's propaganda work, and their efforts to «?nliuhten and 
lilx ratt^ humanity from the mental thmlldom of super- 
>tit ion. 

I'^-ioiul Wade, let n- not eomfortahly wrap «.Mr«*elveM in 
^ <*loak of solf-sufHcioncy and croidre* ntly :«uggest failure, 
but endeavor to get the ueat possible out of ourseh'ek in 
:iidini' in th*^ grand work nnderciiken by the Matcrinliat 

A^*ori;ltion. 

I.rt n-. »'n«'riretieally and entlinsiastieally as possiMe, put 
our shoulders to the great Atheistic Ball-to-be, which that 
grand self-abnegating woman, Mrs. E. M. Bliven, has so 
ably -rt to rolling and to growing. 

Ih r nntirini:' efforts, beset from the heirinnin^ by obsta- 
eles which rnany a yonnp'r wonian (or man) would not 
have met and remuvcnl in the brave and dexterous manner 
Mrs. B. has done, have been crowned at last in a success 
that should have sbanied out of existcnee the dis(»onra<rinL'' 
wt>rd, '*Xey:ation,*' before it beciime mat^'rialized in public 
iM'int. 

(iranting for the moment that your stat4>ment had some 
application in it to the objectifie fonadation of tlie Aaao- 

ciation, T see no justifiable reason why on that acount 
frtilnri' must logically follow the efforts of the Materialist 
A<snriati«»n. Construction caimot i^reccdc <h'strnetion. 
(ireat strides toward social, Si'ientitic civilization cannot lie 
taken while superstition, ignorance and fanaticiim eon- 
tinue rampant to the extent they now do in every nation on 
earth. They mnat be destroyed. To annihilate supersti- 
tinii even the Christian winir -creiite>^ a iriL^antie lalN»r. a 
labor of monumental destruction. Where labor is, tlnTc 
also is tile laborer, in fulfillment of the law of supply and 
demand. llenoe, while superstition remains to blight 
mentality, no cause bnt that of incompetency exists for tfie 
rinirini; of the deatb-knell of the Matt^rialist Associati' 4 of 
.\nu*rica, and ere long, T hope, of the world. 
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Christianity, Crimes and Criminals 



Additional Statistics from Penal Institutions 
Showing the Immoral Inftuenco Of 
the Orthodox Faith. 



PART 2. 

(By E. Lewis.) 
We have chosen Iowa for this letter. 
Iowa Is alfeo a model State, once a Prohibi- 
tion State, somewhat after the manner of 
ner sister KaniM. It alinoot comors with 
Kansas. 

We will Include Missouri, which oom- 
ph trly joins on the eastern end of Kansas, 
and whose people are much like these of 
KanKBH. hut was never a Prohibition State. 
We warn lo show the reverend gentleman 
that his cne Sunday School attendant in 600 
conv'cts Is not enouffh to salt th« platter, 
nor will ic convince intelligent peopb that 
the statement is true. 

We will use United Statea and State sU- 
eiatics. which aro aiithoiiied bv both State 
and Nation. 

The Biennial Repcrt of the Warden of the 
Penitentiary at Fort Madison. Iowa, to the 
Governor cf I wa June 80. 1891: Des Moines, 
Paget 24-25. There were in that prison 
ai the close of this report 440 convicts. 
STATBMBNTS OF HABITS. 

Intemperate 146; Temperate 167; Moder- 
ate 88. 

Religious Bducatton— oaptl^ts 12: Chris- 
tians 7: Catholics 88: Presbyteriana 8: 
Mrthodim^R R4: Bplsoopil 9: Liit>'eran8 15: 
ITn'ted Presbvterlans 1: Latter Day Saints 
1: Congregational 3: United Brethren 2: 
Unitarians 1 : Dunkards 1 : No religion 288. 
That make^ 802 Chrlatlfns to 288 non- 
Chrlatfan*. That makea 26 mere than one- 
bipf that are noD-Chrtotlana, bu' wo wtnt to 
tako Into oooaldei^tion that the United 
Btidoa Contni Statistics g*vee Iowa but 28.12 
per eont of hor population a? Christiana, 
yet thai If aa than ono-fourth of her popula- 
tion famlaboa noarly one-half of her oon- 
▼leti. 

Now We will take the report of the Pen- 
itentiary at Anamosa. Iowa, of aamo date. 
Id that priaon there were 269 oonrleta. 
Tboir religious education waa; Adventlats 
1: B»ptl8ta 22: Catholics 62: Congregation - 
alliNe 4: ChHatlana S: Campbelllteo 1; Svan- 
gelists 2: Bplaoopal 8: Holland Chvi^h 2: 
lowlah 2: Lntkoraiia 8t: Qaager 1: Moth- 
odHrta 67: ProabytorlAiia 2t: Unlt«riaa I: 
United Brethren 6: UnlTorialht 1; Infidel 1: 
no chnreh 41. Total 869. 

To eonblne the two roporta makea a total 
of 480 ChriaUana to 888 non ChrtotlMia. 



Keep in mind that Iowa has bu. 23.12 of her 
population who are Christians, and out of 
less than one third of i>opulation. the church 
furnishes uimo>t t wo thirds of the convicts. 
Is it even a sui>))(>.salile case that out of 709 
convicts, only one and a fraction of one had 
attended Sabbath school? The Reverend 
had better pause and think before he dishes 
out such statistical grub to an Arkansas 
congregaUcn, for some one may be listening. 
These are not days of utter ignorance and 
superatition. Peoph d not all go to churcn 
with one eye roll ^i up toward an Imaginary 
heaven and the other glaring down towarda 
an etemil hell. 

1 have two repcfts ct 1897. One from An- 
amosa, and the othf r from Fort Madison, 
Iowa, six yeara larter than tho on^m above 
quoted. I will use them that it cannot 
be Justly said that I had sc lected the worst. 

Birnnial Report of the Warden of the 
Penitentiary at Vqri Madisrn to the Govern- 
sr of Iowa. June 3^ 1H97: Pag<? 19: 

Under the head of "Drink" habit— Moder- 
ate 125: Temperate 176: Intemperate 264. 
Total 566. 

Mental Culture — CoTimon 430; poor 121: 
good 14. 

Religious Eiducatlon^Adventista 8: Bap- 
tists 66: Campbelllte 1: Catholic 103: Chria- 
tlans 61: Oongregatimal 16; Dunkarda 1; 
Fpiscopal 19; Evangelical 4* Friends 1: 
Hebrew 8: Holineiie 1: Lutheran 27: Meth- 
odist 172; Mormons 1: Presbyterians 46: 
Quaker 4: Salvation Army 2: United Breth- 
ren 8: Universa1*at 1: no religion 82. 

That makea 478 Christians to 82 Infldels. 
Not a bad ahowlng for us. 

TMrteenth Biennial Report of the War- 
den of the Penitentiary at Anamcaa. Iowa, 
to the GoTomor of Iowa, for two years end- 
ing June 80. 1897: 

Relldoua Bdttcatio«*— Ad vent lata 1: Bap- 
tifts 52: CathoKe 17^: Christiana 86: Con- 
gregational 11: Church of EngUnd 2: Chnreh 
of God 1: Dunkards 1: FnlaecpallanB 10: 
Bvangelleal 4: Jewish 5: Letter Day Salnta 
2: Lntherans 88; Methodist 182: not given 
109: Preabyterlaaa 88: Reform 1: Spirt tual- 
lata 1: SalTattoB Army 8: Unltad Brotbran 
5; Total 689. 

Now there la In this report 109 not glfen. 
We are under no obligatfcm to tafco tho 109 
to oar aide. We will not ahoTO them on to 
the other party. In thHr condition. It would 
be fair to drop them out altog^her, but we 
will be liberal with them i««id take them to 
finrselTea. and oall them llberala. So that 
leavea thia Roport 580 Chriatfana to 109 



Liberals. We should never lack generosity. 

Now to consolidate the two reports. It 
stands lon3 Christians to 141 Freethinkers. 
That is not a bad showing after assuming 
the fatherliOod of 109 nondescripts. Instead 
of there being but one In 600 convicts who 
had attended Sunday School, ihv facts are, 
that there are more than sixty Sabbath 
school scholars in each one liundred con- 
victs. 

The United States Census of 1890 glveit 
Iowa 5.530 church organizations, witii 4,58lk 
church edifices, with seating capacity of 
1,203,186. Value of church property |16.- 
056.786. with a membership of 556.817. All 
cf this church property Is untaxed. 

MISSOURI. 

Biennial Report of the Board of Inspect 
ors, Warden, Physician and Chaplain, to 
the 43rd General Assembly. 1908-1904. Jef- 
ferson City, Missouri: 

Religious Beliefs:— Baptist 396* Roman 
Cothol'c 312: Christian 120; Dunkarda 6; 
Episcopal 16; Hebrew 6; Lutheran 29: 
Methodist 385; Presbyterian 48; Campbel- 
llte 10; Uberal 5; no rellgiouf belief 688: 
ToUl 1794. 

We will place the 5 Liberals with the 522 
of no religious belief, which makes 527 L'b- 
erals. Freethlnkera or Infldels. and sub- 
tract the 687 from the total 1794, we And 
1267 Christians, or more than sixty Chris- 
tiana to each one hundred of convicts, in- 
atead of one In 600. as the Reverend is said 
to have reported. That is not a bad showing 
for us yet. 

The reader will observe that this Mis 
Bourt report la cf li years later date than 
the other reports I have used. I have no 
other report from Mlaaonrt. 

We will give the United Statea Report on 
Churchea. In 1890. Missouri had 8,064 
church organisations, and 6.121 church edl- 
floea, with 1,869,589 aeating cm par it y and 
$19,668,787 valuation of churcli property, 
and 786,889 oommnnleanta or membera. Her 
memberahlp waa compoaed of 27.47 per cent 
of the population aa members of her church- 
ea. Thla $19,663,787 of proi)erty is voted 
out of taxation. What for? For the moral 
effeot the ehureh has upon dvlllaatton In 
fnmlahtaig two-thlrda of the ooaHeta for 
our prisons. 

It Is a notorkm fact that the Sabbath 
schools aro the reemlting offlcea for the 
ehurehes. Preokms few Join the churches 
who have not been trained from early 
youth to the Sabbath aehoola. 

(To bo eontlaved.) 
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Freethought Funeral Oration 
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Ocfivtrt^ 0%'tr th9 CorpM a Dtvotoo 
FftoiHl Irem a Pun MattrialitI 
•tantfpoifit 



(By A. l^utterinuii. ) 

KiiKl Frit'iuls: This is probiUly the sad 
d»st hour in our lilt' wlu u pari with a 
Ira-iid whciii wr diarly love. We do not 
mourn ht cause wo believe that our departed 
friend has pass* d into a state of un..appi- 
ni'ss and i»a.n. l(.r we kni w that deaiii ends 
all suffering Our sadness arises ironi the 
nert ssify of pariiuK \vi;h one so nianl> and 
kind as the one whose leniaiiis lie hetore u^. 

W hilo we regret his loss and miss him in 
our daily i:fe. We will not lament thr inev 
itahle. Death knows no earthlv titles. The 
n»d)Ie and proud nuisi submit as well as the 
humble and poor. The wiritr\ Irosl of 
death nips ti e ilewer of lite, and everyihiUK 
dies to live a^aiii. As death is Itofh natural 
and ine\ liable, we. as rational beings. otiKli: 
to regard it calmly. 

Man si»rings up like ;i tree; at first the 
tender i»lant ; then he puts lortli buds oi 
promise that bloom toi a lime, but grad 
ually fade and pa.ss a\Na> .Man, like ih • 
gree n grass, coaxed b\ ihe ^eiiih' rain and 
spring air. lives for a seasi n. but Is bleached 
l>y the autumn fro^t, witheis awa> and act^^ 
as a feiiili/.er for the followiim seas ii. The 
universal law of de<omposit inn a<is only 
H|»«>n life that has rea<- i« d its highest 
unfoldment and which d* mauds a cliang(t 
One generation pass, ih away and anoiher 
g<neration cometh. .\aiure ushers us into 
the worhi without our conseni or kiiowl 
edg<'. and takes us out again with the -aiiie 
disregard of our wisht s. In voutli we <ding 
to life and are tenifled at the \er> ihougliT 
of death. Youthful tendency Is like a green 
apple which clings to the branch and caiinor 
be |)Iucked thence . \c(.pt l)v i>reaking the 
twig on which it grows. Old age. on the 
other hand, has lost its strong attachment to 
life. It Is like the ripe fruit; .. ou touch 'r 
gently and it drops freely t'l 
The mellow age man sinks inf* 
death as gentle i: an infani 
upon ItH niother'H l-reast. The 
of death Is soothing for the wear- li ^ tnjis 
all pain; it knows no uiKh or sorrow; it 
SflveH veace and -^veriest' rest. De.rh 
18 not an enemy or a terror or a penalty for 
existence, we cannot grieve when nature 
sin. as some of our Christian ftiends claim 
It la. Death ia aa natural as birth and makes 
no distinction. Whether Christian or non 
Christian, whether we believe or not. we 
all go the same path of life and sooner or 
Itlar tlia moCbar aarth that aovrMad na 



the ground 
the sb - p ( f 
falls asleep 
'ender hand 



shall take acaln thai which boloncs to her. 
And thorcttghly convinced as we are that 
nothtaiff is ever loat from the great store- 
kottse of axlatence, we cannot grieve when 
nature taken again to her great fount of life 
the elementa she had loaned us for awhile 
in the form of our beloved friend. All 
earthly things vanish and pa^s away; the 
new ia built out of the ru.ns of the old; the 
fountain of life is fed by deaith: that which 
new Uvea once died, and that wiHeh once 
died now lives. 

When the old oalc is visited m vain by 
Spring, and light and rain no longer thrill, 
ii is not well to stand leafless, desolate and 
alone. It is far better to fall where naturt- 
softly covers all with woven mo. s an*l i n . p 
ing vine. As we stand upon the brink or 
crumbling time, we loi k acrosi and see the 
other shore and mingle with ('ust again. 

We should no tears, .-xc. pt the tears 

t>r gratitude thj»i our friend ■);.> been with 
ii> and made i . i.s \\(»rld iieti. • !>> lii.-> lite 
>»|'on it. lie has s* t a gt.(»d example bet«.re 
us. I If was one who look great phasur*- 
in the investigation of t rui li . and was a siu- 
d«nt of th«' grand, uncliang ng principU s oi 
•he rniv» rs.'. He was fr. e from the blight 
of superstition, unt arnisli»'d b\ the claims 
id' pri»stly creed- and labb ; His mind 
^»;ar»Ml high in the realms of nature. No 
.agred serliiture fi rmed the bas»' of his 
faith. By his e.\a:nple we » av»" a right to 
ihink and believe according t») i he consci* n 
tious convicii(.n. !{< ason was his onl> Cod. 
lusiice his only llible. and nunj'lity his only 
religion. He insi-t»d that no one could be 
lia|>py unless he made some else ha|»|>y and 
i;ave freely to others the right ;<» think that 
he claims for himself. kn.)wing t! at In the 
l alnis of the mind a chain is I ui a ctirse. 

His sympathies wer,> n*»i eontiiK d within 
the itrison of a creed «u- domn i. but lan our 
in the World and ov(«i- the wall"^ 1 Ue green 
vines, hidint; th.^ rude rock> and iusi> bars 
with iM-rfundng Ihiwers. His life was one of 
usefulm ss. hon.s'.v and tiue mmliis His 
(MMiduct was >.piared by the liiuhesi priiud 
pics (»f i-ight and Jusiic,'. ip- 1:1 thfull\ per 
formed all duties bestowed upon l-im. and 
assisted his fellowman a- far as circinn- 
stances w<mld allow. We »aii pattern after 
his good a<Ms with much prellt t(» ourselv. s. 
and can strengthen (uir good intentions by 
often remembering the manv g,,od deeds he 
iMTformed. and of his excellent character. 

Sorrowing friends. I know how vain it is 
to gild a mief with words, an! >«'t 1 want 
to fake from ever\ giav, its fear. Why 
shouhl we fear that which comes to us all? 

Our iMwmiU aad tofiflRthera ha?a paaaatf 



away, and a like mortality will ralpi over 

our posterity. 

When we take a glimpse < f the past, we 
knew 01 a time when we were but dust, but 
knew no sorrow, ache or pain: we were at 
perfect ease. Comiiaring the future by the 
past. We have nothing to tear. Death i.>^ but 
a link that locks the chain of the two eter- 
nities.— a clasping hands of bilth and death, 
—a rc union of mortality. 

I say. let u> Welcome deatli rather than 
f» ar it; We cannot gain by fear and 
gr4( f. but We can replace ft With the aaaur- 
ance that all is well. 

AT THB GRAVE. 

We will now consign the body of this loved 
one to the grave, and while we do so with 
reverence and respect, all fear Is absent, 
in silence, on the boscm of nature who re- 
ceives both the good and thA bad. we re- 
place her own. Belief to her Is no virtue, 
rnbelief no crime. Whether orthodox or 
not. it ia all the same to her. The ix)mp and 
pride of life stops here: rank and statton 
have found their end: social dUtlnctkms go 
no further; the storms of passion are over 
and perfect equality now prevails. 

And now. with no shadow of fear, we trust 
Mother Earth with perfect confidence and 
give back her own. all tha- remains of 
this dear, affectionate friend and brother, 
w hose work is well done. So let him reac 
In peace and bid him farewell. 



The Squirrel Problem. 

We are satisfied with our affirmative, vli: 
The roan goes around the squirrel, and we 
rG«t our case. But replying to the .VeRatlve. 

It is said that man does not go art und 
tlu squirrel because he does not pass all 
sides of It. Putting this argument In math- 

• inatical form, we have: 

The man passes all >i.b .s ,,r th. .-^ipiirrel 
<» times. Thertd'ore. he goes arouiid it A 
Mmes i V. not at all. 

.Now suppose a ca^e. L»>t the stjuirrel go 
around the tree the opposite direction and 
as last as the man. ihen the man In making 

• r< und passes all sides of the Squirrel 2 
lime.s ;md tl:ei»'f(U-e goes '2 limes around 
the s(pjirrel Ibit this is ab.;urd. sinCe he 
has made but one round, so also the first 
< ( ndusion ia abaurd.^A. A. BNOW. 



WHAT THl ClOARETTF SAID. 

I am not much of a maahi nuitician." said 
a ( igarette. but 1 can add to a man's ner- 
vous iroubl. s; I can subtract from his phy- 
-^ical eneryy: I can multiply . hU achea and 
l»a lis: and I can illvide his montal powarai 
I can take interest from his work; and dia- 
count his chances for succeaa." 

— Cko a Whaaltr. 
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BLUE OBASe BLADE. 

II A Man Die. Shall He Live Again? 



Until Ail th« Evidence !• In no Christian 
• »(IMl< Presume upon M AlMIMr. 



[My A. A. Snow J 

■'Tht i*- never ttiiice Uie dawu ot Clinsiiau- 
iiy, were i>o luau^ Uoubtiug coiiceruiug the 
luiure lite us there aJ'e now; nji iguoraut or 
bad people, but the best ihere are or as 
good as there are. 1 hey are ieaders, ihiuk 
1 1 .s, persionii acquainted With philosophy and 
science and who study hisiory, look into 
eccltbiasiical traditioub. This is the atti- 
tude of thousands and the number i» grow 
ing. — Rev. Minot J. Savage. 

P« rsons have existed on the earth since 
history began, perhaps before, believing in 
another life lor man. Others Knew nothing 
of such a belief. The earliest bible writers 
had no such belief. Many of them express- 
ly denied It. Later on the be'ief was adopt 
ed ab a feature of Christianity. If we ask 
the masses why Uiey believe in another 
life, their answer is, "It is a divine revel- 
ation; the Bible teaches it." And most of 
them admit that without that revelation 
there is do foundation for that belief. But 
what is a revelation worth that contradicts 
lta#lf? Will you say that you preach to 
savases today that their etemai destiny de- 
pends on their belief in another life, while 
such was not necessary for savages 4,000 
years ago? 

The judge says to the Jury "Until the 
evidence is all in you presumably cannot 
decide this question Justly." So the educa- 
ted are more liable to decide the question 
eometty m to a future life than the Igoor- 
aat And tlM edvoated are nipldlr floaiig 



Prof. Wektman DissenU in a Mild Way 
Agalml enr Uee ef •iipeHctiviai 



•*To«S8aint Farm." .North .Mlanus, 
P. o. Coscob, Ck>nn., 
I>ec. 29, :m, K. M.,1908, C. E. 
My Dear Mr. Charleaworth: — 

The Blue GhtUBe Blade came this morn'ng 
with mjr picture, life notice and article, and 
you have my congratulations. Don't think 
that row food work it not appreciated be 
eanae a few mrMtHom almM be Mie, to^ 
wit: 

The folks here think you have done quite 
well with tlhe picture, and that It is their 
'V>ld boy" for sure. But he is shocked at 
your title. ''America's Greatest Philoso- 
pher," etc.. etc. It U not safe to apply su- 
perlattves to ponoM la a relaUfe world. 



lO doubt hiK 11 lile. 1 li» \ uie » uiiiiiig lo see 
that lUe IS an aitiibui. ol or^ianued matter 
and when il becuiiu s disorfciaiiued, lite dis 
ai)pear.s. 

Now 1 will give an arj^unun'. a liitk- eoni- 
plicaied, but 1 ha\e a iiui pose in ii. 1 
leave olliers lo givt- liie morj sinip.e. i 
wish not onl\ to show there tan be nu ini 
niortaliiy tor man wiihoui. iheie is also tor 
e\ery living creature either plant, animal 
ov microbe, but also at the same time, to 
.show what vast hclds of invesiigatiou tliere 
is before one has this evidence all in; and 
this will explain why the masses of the ig 
norant continue to believe in the supersti- 
ti(jn of immortality. 

The evidence 1 r» fer to is founded on the 
science of Involution, which shows that man 
has grown up from monads, tlie lowest of 
living creatures, and it canno: be that tlu' 
immortal could evolute fron the moiiiil 
since iii»*> art- fundamentally op|mjm:. I: 
cannot be that we had a foreiiarenl iia\inK 
no immortal soul whih* its own c.lTs|)ring had 
an immortal soul. Hut why, .|n \uu a^k, is 
this argument (^implicated? Answer: Be 
cause It depends U|»on the truth of »'Volu 
tion. which in turn depends upon tin* truth 
of gtH>logy. These 1 could not begin \(> 
prove true in this essay, but will assure 
the readers tliat they have been proved 
and accepted b> all the naturalists of the 
globe, who have had the evl'ience before 
them. 

MneviUe, Iowa. 

Written tor Materlallat Ajuoelatkm 8ym- 
poetum. 



Such words are \*hj ai»t to Ixictmie danger 
ous, ridiculous or even fatal. You did not 
mean to kill or hurt your old frh iMl, so 
please to tone down thus: "One of Ani< ric.i N 
hiarnest Philosophers." « fc., etc. liut it \our 
readers recpiire "aize iii»asure." ilie word 
'•(ireat" would certainly be fur enough over 
the truth. Your life sketch »vas quite in 
teresting to me, — with notliin^^ worth cor 
rectlng but uhls: He did n<»t study "in,' 
but "for" Kurope. The law digest, however, 
which was to raise funds, was headed otT 
by a rival work; s<j instead of "r«'turniiiK 
ti> America." he has always remained then', 
and t<H)k refuge beliind the lt;ir. where In- 
worked until he went to Oiei^on. and wa^ 
then admitted to the liar u|m»ii an A 1 cer 
tlficate from the .New York Supreme Court 
after a practice of over forty years. 



In the article, near top of third colunm, 
in regard to Bruno, Instead of **telling" read 
"for telling. At the middle of that column 
read "Gcd" instead of *'good." On page 4, 
near bottom of column 1, rea*l 'Tree Rellg- 
lout Asflociatlon," Instead of "Preei bought 
Society." And I sincerely hope that the 
Blade will keep that last and decisive ad- 
dress of Ingeraoll for sale, and never let 
their readers forget the duty of reading and 
circulating it "What Is Religion?" Read 
hie answer. Bver sincerely and gratefully 
yours. T. B. WAKEMAK. 

COMMENT. 

Courtesy to Prof. WeJteman Impels us to 
pubHsh the foregoing letter, but the Blade 
repeete here what it has safd to him in a 
lirivate letter, that we would not willingly 
withdraw anything we have said about htm. 

Our Impressions of Prof. Wakeman were 
formed more than a generation ago, when, 
being young end inexperienced, we looked 
to hfm for counsel and advice, and the years 
have strengthened the impressions then 
made, We do not heeltate to say that few 
minds in America can compare, favorably, 
with bis, and as an exponent of the Posl- 
tivlst philosophy, he Is without a superior. 
True genius Is ever modeet, as we t^Ave pre- 
viously written, and we attribute Mr. Wake- 
man's dissensions to the ever careful, pos- 
itive and painstaking mind of the author. — 
(Ed.) 



■RANCH OF MATIRIALIST8 ORQAN- 
IZID. 



•eeretary J. Frantz Starts a Local In tan 
Francisco under Most Favorable 
Auepleee. 

(Hy .1. Frriniz I 

'I'he firsi lueetiim <if the Mati'rialist .\sso 
(•ia'inii 111.- i»Ms-((l into the history of this 
elty of S;iii Fratieiveo at la^t. < I< ' ted ofli 
cers. and de('id«'(l to meet <\<r\ l«'rMl:i.\' 
exeiiin.i; at S ]*. m.. at Jeff, i ■ S'<,unre 
I'.MildinK. (^I.ild»'n (life \veiine \1- 

tliouiih il had lte,'n r '^iim .,;) ,].,y .here 
wei'e |.leiit\ of member^ i>r< !)t whom the 
rain ecnild net stop from coiein:!:. 

I ;•<•!. (] as Cliainii.'in ;it llie lie-iniiinp: of 
I,' e (M'liiii;;. and ^'a\e the r( ports of our 
(•oM\ ( lit ion. i>ie ented oiir aiies read the 
coiisi It III ion of (tur societs. an«l (inlslied with 
readiiur I|m edii<,riiil of the Rliie (Irass 
made in re-aid lo !'r. - t jiouulit oiil> . That 
Is. I wish to (((iiduei ilie nieetiii^.- mi pure 
Ma'eri.ili^iii. S( ienee and I^illosophy. and 
let ttie other Isnui bo oouducted by the 
other Societies. 

Then I simue^ted »! <■ election of a (Miair 
man who is jm rfecti\ f nn !i:ir n ith the rules 
of order t|,,|t rel;iii' to or •;ini/at!on. and 
Comiade IV If. el. V. a hrii'.lit student of 
S< i' IK < W.I - elect. (1 as Cliaii iiiMii. I only 
Wished he could be elected a perniauont 



The Modesty of True Genius 



Chairni.ia, as 1 don't reiiu'iiib^T of any clinir 
man who lias acted In sucli pntVct harni<»n\ 
with our in«MulM rs as Im' did and with such 
ttevoilgh kno\vic(l.i;«> in r« M:ar(l lo ornani/M 
tton. He also posst sscs ^i cat talent bu! 
he suggested the election of a Chairman at 
f*ach meeting, and It has been approved of. 

'I hen came the election of a local Secre- 
tary, and although Comrade Jose Noel Is 
already a Secretary, he has been re elected 
aa audi; that ia, t^e Secretary of our local 
San Pranoiaoo Materiallat Aaaoclatlon, and 
I rematataiff the local Oenoral Secretary. 

Then oame tlie election of n 13oard (if 
Tmateet* and Comrade Keller Comrade 
Herman and I were elected to theae olllcea. 

For my iwrt. I will try tbp heat I can to 
make thtt Society h Hucrceaa. I fNpeot «hat 
the other officers ^111 «!•> th>i .mh\ The 
meetlni eloaed and ihe further hiiHiuffcs 
poatponed until tih.» ncv, mvetinic. which 
will be called, and I have alreany talked to 
Calvert Smoot In regard to delivertni a 
lecture for us, and Comrade Andrea LIndel 
who haa just become a member of our So- 
ciety, a writer for Scandinavian papera, 
will deliver aeveral lectures for na. The 
first lecture will be on how she became an 
atheist, and will be delivered on Chrlitmaa 
niKht. She has promised to Invite some 
ministers to take part in the discussion. 

The nieetinKs will be rondncted on a sim 
liar plan as tihe Free DIscnsiMon Society, 
with :i ft w exceptions. I will jNo se». that 
lifrrMiurc in my line sliall ])<• U>v -;ile on the 
t:ib!e and .ilso distrlbutrd fn ." I will try 
to y:et all th»' sub-crilxTs possible for our 
Kreetboimht p:ip(Ts and mji^^.izines. T In" 
tend lo introdnci' a new plan f(.r those who 
are unable to speak before an audience, 
tteasli I win tavlta 'tli« Mkteff 6i qnaaUona 



Primitive Man 

Thelsts, in Argument, Seek to Dodge Re- 
sponsibility by Demanding their 
Opponents Shall Prove the 
Negative of an Unprovable 

Affirmative. 



(Hy A. A. Snow.) 

Willie admirlim Itio. Wm. h. Smith loi 
tile ^nod spirit manife-t. and espt l iali.v lor 
the encomiunis «'\ieiid«'d to nn- in his arii 
cle In the hist lw<» numhris of the I'.Hts 
Mlade, \t't I notice he IhonKli' I was cum 
nInK ii) (I(mIkIii^ the issm-, as he avt ired. 

Did snch cimniiii;n«'ss » qnal his own wIm-ii 
he called on an Athelsi t«» lell how h. knew 
thcri> was no uod, in place of inlormin^!: lluit 
Atheist lu>w he kiit'W tlM-re was one? Is 
this the modern way of preaching to the 
heathen? You see It relievos the preacher 

o( sreftt •mbanwraMBt Perlwpt lia waa 



HLUE GRASS YiLXDE. 

\t\ mail; then there will be plenty of time 
i(. sind> tii.-ni out during the we»'k and 
have lilt in Miiswert'd the following nieeling. 
This plan 1 think will make the meetings 
inter* Si iiiK As lor further details, you will 
h< ar from us before long. 

P. S.— I have secured up to date 226 
members. 

PROGRAM FOR 190t-1909. 

Lectures on MateiSallam, Science and 
Philoaophy. 

**Materiallam versus all other lams." 

A debate between J. Frants. State Secre- 
tary of the Materiallat Asoclatlon, and 
Geo. B. Kendall, of Bng land, a very able 
thinker and speaker, Friday. Dec. 2S, *08. 

xHumkoldt, the Qrsst Solsntlat'* 

By Dr. B. D. O'Brock, th^ Picture of Dar- 
wm. Friday. Jan. let, 1909 

''How i Beesms s Matsriaiiat.** 

By Mrs. Andrea Lindai. a Scandinavian 
Writer and Lecturer. Friday. Jan. 8. 1909. 

''Organic Kvolutlon." 
By Geo. E. Kendall of Bngland. Friday. 

.Tan. 1.'. 1009. 

'The Folly of Viaiona." 
By Mrs. Andres Ltadal Friday. Jan. 2S.'0f 

"No Gods or Conscious Life <^fter Death." 
By John Larsen, author of a very able 
book on BTolutfcm. Friday. Jan. 29. 1909. 

JIPFIRtON SQUARE BUILDINO. 
9ti Golden Oats Ave. 
Admission Free i o'clock sharp 



is Not a Myth 

irxliiK lo gel I lie editor In as hini :i fix as 
was (lie irisliman wlio was a-('ii>etl by live 
witnesses »)f slealliiK a pi^. When tl.e 
JmiKe asl\» il liini If lie ennlil any reason 
wliy jmi^'iieiu shtiuld not l)e |Msse»i t»n him. 
I'ai. replied: • Yer honor, ef y will «ive me 
tin »iays nuire toini ' Oi ken Ijilng a dozen 
witiit-ses I hot will swore iir.»y xUdn't aee 

nil' lalve lilt- mas»'l\ swdiiu- 

W.'ll. i i-niild har(il\ .sec |i,,\v ilu- editor 
could have mad*' a l>eiir|- re .!> than In- did 
to hi-, (iiiistioii in a neuativo fojiii as it was. 
I)iit it appears it di(i not sat slv the Doelor. 
As le madf this statement. 'I deny that 
tliere ure Kods," I will prop(»se this (piestion 
to him, "liow do \on know tie if art- no 
^ods?" AiMi when he answe-s it w.- will 
know what sort of an answer oimhi to sat 
isly liim as to the (luesilou, liow we know 
tksrs !• not ft fodT Tks tsot that Thslst% 



i>o far from being able to i-rov^? a god exiata, 
are obliged to call upon Atheists to prove 
there it not one, is very strong evidence 
(hat ti:ere ia none. A god capable of build- 
ing and running a unlverae and never mak- 
ing a mistake while bis labors extend over 
infinite fields, ought to be capable of let- 
ting himself be known. 

Thf liro. says bt eau.-.e lorcv' muvts> mai- 
ler, mailer does noL move its. II. Does this 
folUjW.' A man dot s not walk, bi-eause his 
!• do walkin;^! .W w if loree is sueh 

an altribnU' of mailer thai w.ilioui i' mal 
itr could uoi be a.s we have shown, th. ii 
when iliat force moves matter il is lauia- 
niouni to mailer movmg itself. 

Now let us see where we differ: 1 say 
force and matter must act together, and 
cannot act separate; while he contends 
that force may exist and even be organiied 
in vacuity. Force playa beiweeu matter 
and matter, and we have no evidence that 
it ever plays between vacuity and matter, 
or matter and vacuity; or between vacuity 
and vacuity. By vacuity, 1 mean apace 
void of matter. Aa a general formula, let 
A and B be aeparate bodlea of matter In 
spsce. A and B move toward esek otker 
becauae of mutual aUractlon. Thla at- 
traction la force. Hsre ws have matter at 
both enda of the llns. Again 1st A be a 
paaalng cloud (which Is msttsr) kssvlly 
charged with eleotriolty. By the way, 
electricity Is alwaya generated by matter, 
never by nothing. Now force, slsetrtolty 
and beat are all force In different modea; 
either one, under certain contl^tiona, osn be 
converted Into either of the other two. If 
A charged with electricity, paasea B charged 
the aame way. there will be an electrical 
communication between the two. But if 
B be not charged, or less ohsrged than A, 
there may bv an electrical current pass 
from A to U until tliey are equally charged, 
when the current eeas. s luit if A or B be 
vacuity there will be no eleclrical discharge, 
which shows that electricity is a force de- 
pending on and btdonKing to nuitler. 

A HavaKe may tak»* hold of a wire eon- 
meted with a leyden jar charged with 
eloetiielty: experieiieiim a shock, he ex 
claims: •'I'ht're is a spirit in that jar." A 
m sehit voiis person e riiu'cts tlu' wire with 
tlio uionnd. and the current escapes, after 
whicM the sa\au»'. tr\iiii; tli" experiment 
at;ain. remarks: • The spirit has returned 
to god who g:iVi' il. " The I>oetor ^e^'s some 
vinegar that has lost its strengtii. and as it 
weigh no less than formiMb . etmclndes. 
Ilk»' tlu' savage, that its acldit has relum- 
ed to .lupiter who gave it. as lie does re- 
i;ar«iing dead ni«n and mice Tliat the 
mind is an tiiiity that may act independent 
of tlie liraiii, i< a nit re gin-ss. a myth. 
I\ninded on m» lac > in natni" The mind 
is doubtless the aggregate actions of the 

CoBtlniisd OB Pftfs It. 
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be ffivon a hearty welcome 
THB BLADB !• enterd at the I'ostofhce at Lexington. Kentucky, as 

Moond-daas mailing matter. 
ADDRBSB ALL COMMTMCATKJNS TO THE BLUE UltASS HLA1»L 

P. O. Bos BM. Lexington, Ky. 

WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH TllK SCllCXJLi 



'J'liai ilic ( '(»n'( >|.on. It-ne'e School can U* iua<lc« a buccuhh 
HO far as tlu- t aiin .1 a higher education is oonoemed, has 
heea well deuioiiblrated. 

Whether it can yet be made a payin|( institiition, or even 
wlf-siistaining, is yvX problciiiatical. 

Many of our tViiMMU have \vritt<Mi, cxpri s^in^r n wish tlnit 

Wi* lia<l iiol -tjn'h'.l llic Scl I, 1hm-jhi-c '.t' ji .li. .:.! nf lin:iii 

eial failure, and wiiik* tin* iihuK- lui- lu-i timr, ImImm* :iii<I 
money on the institution, wliidi fan-lor alum- cmniM'U us 
to admit, wo have laid the foundation for a larjjer antl U^ltrr 
instiintion, if willinyr liaiuls only take hoM and help. 

Stinlenl.s ill""' — iiii: ihrMiiiili t!i<- i-Ichk iil:if\ 

gratles of seiniiitir «<lii<'at ii.ii, mnltr flu- Srlmnl. will if llity 
rc*niain witli tin- Schnul iniutln'i- yiar, ih'<m| ilie liiLdnT 
hranehesy auch as philosophy an<l (jorrelatiuK Mihji»i*ts, in- 
elndinjr hihlieal literature and history: and while wo are 
drvotiii^'- oiir own tiiiK- !<» ili<- ix'W ii«l<ii! ~, a- i-laiu-f will 
1m' needed to l<jok after llie .sliideiit- takin- liie MM-ond year - 
<-onrse. It will he a physical iinpossihiliiy for nm. man in 
-i\c tlie proper and neoeaaary attention to all the j^ratles, 
|M( |»arin^^ examination, questionft and pasnin^ upon the 
vfiideiit-' wurk; -o fur tlic hcttrr iiiana^eincnt of the School, 
>onie Miitsidti ladp will Immmhih' a iieeessify. 

One niij^ht ask, wliat is llie Seliool di.iii"! mmw, ..r. ii 
benefiting ita pupils by the instruction now being imparted i 



For answer, we need but refer to some of tli( (| notations 
we have made from s<»me of the examination j^apers, and 

Iw't'ni't' llic next tcnii (MiiiinielKM's tin- iJladc exited- to jtillt- 
li'ji an e->ay frmn e.ieh, thai they may he al>l" to express 
I lieiii>el\e-, in their n\\ n way, upon the siihjeet. 

What the lilade would like to do is to make the tuition 
fr(»(» to all readers of the Blade, hut to do that a fund will 
1 e iieer--ary !<• carry it <»iit. The phin we here siiiiiic^t 

10 |iiihli-ii the exaininalion ([iiestion- e;ich m »nih in the 
eoliiiiin^ of the Blade, advise as to the proper textdiooks, 
allow ail Headers to participate in the Umetits without 
ef»st, have *ome com]ietent and capable person to pass upon 
tlieir exaniiiijition paper-, i^rade an«l make eornM-tinns wliere 
they are needeil. lint that per-nn iiiii>1 he paid for liis 
services, and this is wherc^ the fund will he re^piired. It 
must not be a meager compensati«)n, but one that will jus- 
tify the time, labor and attention nwssary to make the 
111! lertakini:' a -neee--. 

Our >eleeiion i> ThafhhMi- IJ. W'akeinan, who wa- former- 
ly Presitleiit of and ]i l*rofess<»r in the LilnM-al I'niver-ity, 
at Silverton, Ore-jfon, whieh is ineorporate<l l)ot)i untler the 
laws of ()re<ron and Missouri. In our judgment, there is 
no nior«' eapaMe and enmpeteiit person in .\me!M<'a for <ne]i 

11 ta-k, and ii will he of vast U*netit to the LiU'ral eanse in 
.\iiieriea if his sjdendid services can he secured to it 
through sueh a method. 

At this writing?, we have no piirpo-ely desired plan for 
-criiriiii:- l*r<»f. Wakemaii. iimi- hiive we enii-nlh d him iipMii 
llie -Mhjeet. In onr opinion. ih«- >iim of mie ihoiisand 
'l<.M;ir- ought to 1h» raised in -nine way lo keep him einploy- 
e«l in the cause, and our candid jutlgnient is that such a 
( Virrf»s|Kmdenre School as wo have here suggested oflPers the 
1 e-t medium tlirniii^h whieh the l.iheral men and women of 
Aim riea ean ohtain the heiietii- nf hi- \a>t experieiiee and 
wide kn(»wledp' aetpiired ihrniiiih half a (•eniiiry of patient 
lalior, investigation and study. Within the next thirty 
days we would like to hear from the friends of the Jaberal 
eanse coneiMiii in: their particular views u|)on the merits or 
demerits of this plan. 

If you untie It a ke to \vrit4' on thi- -iihjwt, state any 
method yon would like U» suggest for the raising of the 
necc»ssary money, and whether or not some other person 
wniild Im' preferahh' for -iieh a responsihie po-ition. Also 
-late whetla r or not. in your opinion, ihe sy>lem of freo 
tuition throii;ili the lllade inlmiiii- w.mld 1m» etdciilated U* 
pHMluco more lN>netieial results than the present systtmi of 
charging a tuition fee. 

We are now thorotiH:hly «'ouvinc<Ml that the Sclimd is 
praetieahh' and ean In* made a heiieHt and a sneeess. The 
little exporieiu-e we have already had leads a- to -iieh a <'on 
elusion. While it has not hatl the support it might have 
had, and ought to have had, we feel that once the Lil)erals 
ean irrasp th<> importiince of sueh an undertaking, they will 
I'heerfnlly <tand by it. 

(hie half of tlie present -elionl tei'lii i- imw pa-t. We 

wi.sh to U'gin preparations for the next ensuing term. For 
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this rea>on we feci tlmt a little <listMissioii ainunn- niir frit»inls 
as to methotk would be both iutero^tiug and iustructivcy 
henooy we lay the matter anew betore our readent in ample 
time to get ready for another o])ening in September next 

WHERE YOU CAN HELP. 

If wo ran now Hufliciiiitly ciithuAe the friends of the 

IJhi.lc -ri tliciii iMt('rc>(tMj in it* Welfare, it« 8uece8ti 
;mtl lariiiiiiu'iicv i> assurcil. 

Tlicn* arc two tliiiijis appearing in tiiis issue to wliicli we 
donire to call etiiMH'ial attention. Firiit, the preiiiiniii li^t 
we offer for new 8uh«cril)ers to the Blatle (hiriiijr the year 
innti, aiul x'cniid. flu' i>l;m ••t' pat nuiiziii^- thnv wlin ji.lvcr- 
lisc in our <'njunin> :ni(i nuikini:- nh-ntinn nf tin* !.'1;»<1(' wlim 
Mi (l<»in^. 

The prowium list ou^ht lo interest everyliod.v. Tin? din- 
ner sets we propo«c^ to give away are of the best quality for 
the ]»riee at whieh they retail, while the Iniokrt offered have 
a value all their own. Our la<ly friends ^leslrinjr a new 
dinner >v\ run cillicr "1 ilio^c ..iVi n- 1 fur iln* uuti* ImImh' 
of sccurin;;- tlir n*(|ui>i!r iiimiiImt «•!' -iil»-<Ti!.( i-. Tlie 
premiums scIccUmI will In* M iit imnuMliiiifly jitH ,- ilic junjK'r 
muulier of Hubtieriber* have bi«u Hent in. F«>:* further in* 
fAnnation, w^ w^fer to the advertisement on another i)nfro. 

KciiJii'tliiiL: <»i'i" ;nl\ crri-cmciit-. we luivr ImH fo -ii^iiir^t 
tlial wlii< h TV Lilicr;il man :iu(l wnman knows, tlmf llie 
averag<' :i<lvt'r; i-cr lias pcr^i-tently shunned the Kn rtliniiolii 
pa|)erH, but the Cliutuu Advertising Company, hml the dif- 
ferent seed firm« now advertising with u», namely, H. W. 
liiirklMM' an I the (Ircat \nrtlirrn S(mm| Cnnipany, luivc all 
iiia<l<' Ji Kreak for tlu* rohimn^ nt" tin- lJl;.<lc, ;ni<l it w«uiM 
Im- l»ntli a plt'asure and a protii !«• i'- it' vnu woulil patronize 
lliese tirniH when needing any of their wares, and mention 
the fact that your patronage has been given to them because 
their a<lv<»rtisement has het»n iriven to the lilade. Adver- 
tising helps to pay the rxpens«' nf puhlisliinir tin* paper, and 
l»y foilMw iui:' tlic plan we li:i\r -iiiiL:r-ic.| ;n\ la\ ini: ilir 
foun<latinMs t'nr a iiiorc ^M(MM'«--t'i!l pnMirai i..n -'t* I'^n-c- 
tluMiiilit pap»*r>' in Ainrrica. Oiu-c tin* a'l\ ci-t i-i r .-aii he 
eouviuccti that an advertisement, plaeed by hini in a LiU^ral 
paper, lia> |»ai<l him well for hi« investment, it will en- 
cMiira^v nthcr^ tn <].» a^ they an' «loinu. ;iu<l hriui:- :il»<»ut an 
<*xt»'usi<.n ot* such a pat n»iiai:c in miIk r Lihrral papers. 

'{'he ('linton Advert isiiiij. Coinpaiiy -houM especially ap- 
peal to buttineaa men who wirth to advertise their own busi- 
ness at small eost. Nearly everybody wants t;Rrden seeds. 

flowrj- ami veiretahles. Yearly evervho.ly lias to buy <ouie 
kind of seed or other. We simply ask as a fav«)r to us that 
you will try the firms advertising with us. 



IMPORT ANCK OF SOTENTTFTO KNOWLKfKIF. 

()n(^ of thr rnnmuMU'^t aruiinn iits -<» rrr.|iiriii I\ a.|\ aiirr<| 
by the a<l\ocaic^ nf >y-t«'iii- of iIicmImov, i- ili d -.-ii iicr i>, 
too weak to be relied upon, that it fails to satisfy the mind, 



'hat ii ig unstable and constantly changing, hence, un- 
reliable. 

The intellip nt mind will at once recomiize that the very 

"iMcclion- ihii- r.ii-. <l i lie. .i^y .i-ain-t ( inirc, r*>n- 
-litiiic its Mi-cat >ir.'U.mli. It hm-.I i.. he ilu- ta-hion for 
man to attempt an explanation -.i" naiiirr froir a very in- 
complete, knowledge of man, hut that rule has \yjeu reverse<l, 
for it is n<tw the c<mimon nsatre of thinkers and investiga- 
i"r* to a«lvaiu'ini; science to cxphiin man . li the hasis 
of a pcrt'criinu knowjrdMc ^f naiiirr. 'riie t.-m.-r, and it 
may he -ai l. ilic only, .•..rrc<-t cMnccjit ion of all -icicnee, is 
that whii'li re«»ar«l> it its the very highest stage ni growing 
knowledge. 

I: i- ;i iiiMMi T i)f reel-. led history that ii" human jmr-uit 
• ^•i' ma. If an\ material pro^iv-is until -rij-n.-r an<l >cien- 
liiir mriho.j.. hi'uiiiiht to hrar upon it. No depart- 

ment «>f himuin activity presents siieh wide prOt>f of this 
fact as that of agricidture. Contrast the c*mditioQS of 
agrieulture Hfty years ago with the conditions that prevail 
to lay. 'I'ake into c<»nsi«|eraf ion the implements used, the 
iim-;1i(mU <.f t'ert ili/.at ion. ;!u' \a-r an-l intricate kuowletloe 
that ha.-« come to ii. Many human [uirsuiis slumU*red 
along ft»r centnrit-. unla ard of and unknowu, hut the 
nionient they had been touehed by the nmui<* waml of 
•iciemc, thi'y aw«»ke to almost sentient life ami -praiiir for- 
WiH-'l with -ii.'h It ap- an.l Itoiin-U a- fo .inia/.r ;:n<l awe the 
I elioMer. Of ciMirse, pul was ihi'ri', at lea>'. -o -ay the 
believers, hut he ilid nothing to relieve the ^itiiatiMU, an«l it 
n^mained for science to o|H*n up the field whieh had bet»u 
left to god and failure. Our whole state of e.xistence has 
hecn aliert I. practically within a ceniuiy, h\ •icienci*. We 
miiilii -ay ihai e\t n the face of the i:IoIk' ha< l)oeu change<l, 
an i We oWf ii all to -t-ieuce, ami >ei» iie<' alone. I»etter still, 
science ha?* »»thcr an»l innumerable treasures in store for us 
if we but call her to our aid. 

It has I ecu >ai«l of -ome nf Kudnu-I's Kiuu- that tlu'y 
!ic'ei' ni<l a wi-c tliim:, "i- -aid one. Prince .Mhert, how- 
ever, mn-l he 'alxi u iV'-m ihat category. It nniy true that 
he has iKuie some thin^^s that he ought not to have done, and 
left undone .simie things that he might have done, but in 
corroboration 4»f the position we have liei^ taken, we fetd 
that no U'tter authority eouhl Ik» <piote<l. In an address 
.1 livercd hy him, at Birmingham, he is quoteil as giving the 
following: 

•'It is sometimes objecttHl by the ignorant, that science 

is uncertain an»l >inchanireable, an«l they p.»int with a 
malit'ious kin<l of pleasure to th»» many e\p|o.:e»l theori(*s 
whieh ha\e het n -uper>tMle«l hy ..iher<, as a piv of that the 
present knowledtre nuiy ho also unsound and, after all, not 
worth having. Hut they are not aware that, while they 
think to cast hlanie upon science, thoy bestow, in fact, the 
hiirhest prai-'C upon her. For that 1;^ precisely the differ- 
.ii.e hetwe.u ciiiiec aihl pfejuilice: iliai flic lalli'r kccps 
-MiMtonil\ to it- po-iiion, wheiher <li-^prove«l or not, whilst 
the fonnt r i~ au unarrestahle mo\rnient toward* the foun- 
tain cd' truth, caring little for cherished autlioritiea or 
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M'Utiim*ni>, Imi (MnuiniiMlly jn'o-iressing, fceliug uo false 
shame at her shortcninings^ Init on the contrary, the hi^ett 
pleasure when freed from an error." 

These are startliiig truths to come from the lips of the 
defender of the Protestant faitli in England. But what a 
strange tnith was nttorod in tlio description (►f the diflfor- 
ciico Ix'fwccii -cicnce and prejudice! ('(•nl<l lie ii'it liave n< 
well said tln'olni* v, tn \\<c tlic teiiii |nvjii<Iicf ' All |»rej- 
ndiee is not the »1< •<:•%•. Imt all tlienldMy is jirejinlicc. But 
the contrast might l)e carried still furtlier if a htudy of the 
resnlts that have followed sciom^e and the results that have 
followed tlienloiry he made. All -ci. m-c is eminently prac- 
ical. 'idnM.jMMV is ;i i:iie<- iiia<le in ihc .lark. 

VA'AAEV AXU CITIZKNSIIIP. 



One of the leading newspapers of California ntters a 
?hement protest against the pro])osed emigrption of the 

)nii]<]iol>ors from Canaila to tlie j.-md of sini>«lii]ie and i:«»l.l. 
Tlie protect i- timely, jiiid for tlie -ake of the ;r<»M<l iMM.ple 
jf the far WC-t i1m hhide !iope< ji may |>rovo olFe*-! i\ c jliit 
it is not the fact of the protest upon which we desire to 
nake comment, rather fhe motives that induced the protest 
/> be made and the ground upon which the exclusion of 
this strange se<*t is sought. 

In an editorial npnn thl- ~iil.jc.<i, the p;ipci' in Miie-tinn 
lays: **Thf* 1 )nnkholjors are no good t<» ;iny commnnily. 
Their beliefs make it impossible for ihem to h.-come iinod 
eitijsens, and they are a constant trouble to the authorities 
in any civilized country." 

The f)hjeetion may he a unm] (»ne. aii<l the I>lade candidly 
admits that it i-, hiil the )>riiH'ipal fault -eems 1o he that if 
the Doukhohors are to he exeluded tVnm the Tnited States, 
and from California in particular, merely because of their 
religious beliefs, which, it is said, renders it impossible for 
them to become good citizens, could not the same objection 
be raised ngninst many otlior Christian sects at present 
domiciled in thi- e.Mintry !f Are all the helie\er> in all the 
innumerai)le ( 'liri.-^tian sects <'apahle <»f heini: i!(....| citizens '^ 
Are not the Doukhohors alsr) diristian- ^ Do they not 
believe in a crticified savior f<»r redemption from sin? 
Tnie, they may have extremely ]»e(Miliar notions about the 
ma!iU('r and mode of their reliiiiou- or »levotional e\ei*<dse-, 
but at that they could -cjircely he wor^e than the new sect 
callitiL^ them>-el\('< Holy IJollers. 

When a Christian seeks to force liis religion upon his 
neighbor through the medium of a policeman'^ club, is he 
really a good citi/en ? If not, ought lie to ho suppressed ? 
Thongli different in tlieir style of wor^lnp tlian the mem 
her- of the Salvation Armv. il i- donhtfnl if they conld 
become* a greater nuisance or uiorv, ohjectionahle [Kjsts. 

Where the "Blade sympathizes with the California effort 
to keep the Canadian sect out of their country, is that the 
proposed emicrants are not amenable to modcn progress 
and roliLrion-ly refii-e to ally them-elve- -.vlth modem 
methods. Self-almogation and self-torture seem to be 
their principal tenets, and such a class no means 



di'.-irahle. l>ut to exclude them on tla' ground that their 
reli^^ious heliefs prevent them from making ;»ood citizens 
iii tiicmselves, would constitute a good ground for the 
de]>ortation of many who are now in the country and with- 
out whom the country would be far better off. 

'I'he -um of .$ln(i.o<M) per annum is to he spent l»y the 
lionum ( atliolic Church in America for pnjselyting among 
I la n( i:riM's (»f the South. Considering the naturally su- 
)>erstiti(»us minds of the negroes as a ra^, so large a sum 
ought not to be needed, but when we consider what a graft 
can ]<• \\«'rk< (| hy the clnii-cli in the expenditure of sudi a 
sum every year, the j>r<»moters no doubt regard the under 
takini: a-< exceedingly promising. When Borne goes after 
tilings, she goes good and strong. 

The Blade's Editor has accepted engagements to lecture 
at Circleville and TThrichsville, Ohio; to s|)eak at a Paine 

e»'l( lir;it i. .n at henni-on, Ohio, aU'l to ciiLiaL: ' in a joini 
'lei»ate with Ke\. Lean<ler S. luy-ei*. at ('anal ! 'o\ ei\ ( )hio. 
Ahout live more cniiajjcments could he taken care of duriuLr 
tlie tirst and second weeks in February. Addre ^ the Blade 
for dates and subjects, etc. 

THK 1009 EMKRGEXCY Ff'ND 

<Jialrrull\ ;ip|U'ecial ini!' the li( ik r< i i \ of ..im* iVie.'i U 
tor their conl riiuii i< •n- lo thi^ fund in the pa-i, we che<'r 
fully look forwai'd to a renewal of their Fa\ors. During the 
past week two good donations to tliis fund have been made 
and we fondly antiei]>ate that wcj can still carry our list of 
iudigcmt and po(,r Fiv. thinkers. The receipts are — 
A. li. liennett - - $ 2.00 
Queen City - - - 5.00 



Total - - $ 7.00 
ETRnS(\A\ TXSC^TPTTONS DEOTPHERED. 

In :i rrrrnt addre.-> d<*li\ered in ('aliloniia hef«»n' a 
>e|e<-t ;Mi"ii« n< c of historians and scholars, l*rof. Ilemple, 
nf the Leland Stanford University, made the important 
announcement that he had discovered the key by which to 
di'ciphei* the lOru^can in<eri|it ions, which for so many years 
have lu act ically deiied the a reliaeoloni-ts. This is (piite 
an imp'. riant iiem. a< hy it the vast hi^tori«'al treasures of 
ancient Italy will \te laid before the eyes of tiie historical 
w(»rld, and it appears that there is small doubt but what 
these inscriptions, once read, will disprove innumerable 
claims of theologians. 

The niade i^ |.lea-ed to announ«'e that Ju«l^e l*;iri-h IV 
I. add, thai eminent Freethinker and historian, will discuss 
these inscri|»ti<»ns in our columns and furnish considerable 
data concerning the |)eople of ancient Etruria, now a por- 
tion of Italy, thereby offering to our readers a rich and 
rair intellc<'t ual treat. 

It must Ui admitted that Judge Ladd is well ({ualified 
to deal with a subject of so vast importanoe, and the Blade 
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(lecnis itself ospecially fortunate in thns securing w) im- 
iMH-taiit i\ \V(U-k for |»nl>licat mn. 

These facts shouM otfer a.l.lit iMiuil in.liu'inwni> to our 
friends to secure a wider cin iihitiou fm- the Jiladc that 
tlicsc tliiiiirs iiuiy he as widely diffused as |K)ssible, for in 
a -ent nil dissemination of such knowledge our cause of 
opiHMing theology is made douhly strong. 



When Lymau Abbott ur^anl tbat tbr cliuivli • iimim iiuc t 
the needs of the world" if it exiKci-^ m mi. r v 1 in tbe 
iwciitictb (cntury, he admitte<l by implication and infer- 
( lur, that hitherto the <'hurch had bfith failed i»nd refused 
to iiu'ci the worhl^ iKv.U. a fact kiinwii I., cw-v thiiikiiiir 
man ami woman. The *-hmvh ha- m-vir imiiiM(Mv.l ti» 
human wants and uecils, l.ui it h;i- |.cr^i>triitl'. .h-mainhMl 
that hniiianity should furnish the nwds and wants of tlie 
( Iniivh on pain of eternal «lamnation in another world, and 
-nrial neiih-ei ill lili- wniM. When the ehureli can hrin- it- 
. M'lf to n*ally meet human nce.U it will not be ('liri-ti:Mi, 
but lluuuinitarian, and then ii will no Ioniser be thr rhm- 'h. 
Perhaps Lyman Abbott overlooked tiiis im|M»rtant tact. 



Ueiie^ a.-ked to "ive ft brief definition of Christianity, it 
i. iviM.rh"! that Lyman Ahbott n i-lir-l: -( 'hjii-aeter." Tla- 
ih'iiuiliou may U* U'lievcl iu by Lyman AblM.ii, hut inil- 
lious will not accept it. At be>t it e..nhl he hut an ideal 
Ihoujilit, and not a practical restili. Christianity has never 
(.on-idereil eharacter as worthy of roh»ration, unless it wa-* 
aeenmpanie.l hv a blind hidief and ^ibmi-Mve faith. For 
centuries the eburcb has taught, and the i hmvh -till teaelu-, 
and it is reasonable to supiM)se that the ehnreh will e..ntiniu 
to teach, that eharacter amounts to naught in the siirbt of 
its deity uidess belief is thor<^. A man may have character, 
ImH ndi.u- hcli. f hr i- M-nt m hrll. A nmn nn.y have lotn 
of l»elief ami absolutely n.. ebaraeler, and he t.ets a harp 
and a pair of wingi. 



Ni w Mni^laud is evidently getting weaned from Puritan- 
ism, and i> now able to take solid wisdom in chunks. Head 
the foMowitm from 'I'he Kc-i-t.r, .d' Middlebury, Vermont: 

-It would be mihlly amnsinti, w< re it not evidem-e of 
the existence of 22-calibre st>uls, to bear men -f inomin. iu'e 
iroinir around bemoauinjr the fact that ^Ir. Taft attends ibis 
Ehnreh i>r tbat, ami bopin-: tbat he will mend hit ways, get 
1,.,,,.,, join snme ehnreh that will snit everybody— if 
Ibis last were possilde. Lnekily for thi^ -ph ndid nation 
of onr», this feeling is not prevalent mondi to do any dam- 
age; and may be a good thing for a few to have some km.; 
of a hor^ to gnaw on, that thdr knuckles may not sutler. 
Eighty millinns of people in a eonntry with the possibilitieh 
possessed by the United States, have enough to think about 
without conjuring up any hair-split tin- <li>tinetinn^ a> 
(.rc>eds. A man starting out in this big scene o{ action 
entertaining such narrow notions will achieve about aa milei 



of a success as ho would in marching up San Juan Hill 
with Kip Van Winkh *s Lnm." 



Uev. M. D. Kneeland, of Ijostou, recently addressing an 
undienee in Pittshnr-.very frankly admitted that men and 
wnmen, a- the wnrld i^ today, would rather listen to the 
-strains r.f a vaudeville orchestra than the tune- of a church 
pipiMirgan," and while tbe Kev. is to he eMnnrat.ilated 
upon his ctiurage in making so bold an announeemeni, it is 
also irratifyiiig to know that the church party now realiaes 
ihat i! is lip against the real thing at last,— popular sen- 
timent. 



Member^ of a lo.ahall tr;.m at Monndare. Penn.. in their 
exuberanee over a reeeiit vieiory, eonniiitt, d a i-w youthful 
pranks, ami beinjr taken before Maj;istrate \Vils.»n, that 
jmlicial otli.'er ?rave the lads an alternative of going to 
.•i.iMvli iv-ularlv f-.r tweutv-!ive Sundays, or spending so 
inanv dav^ in jail. 'I he ho.x . took tbe ehnreh dose, Wause 
,,f ih,.ir dislike for jail, hnt tho paper vr\u.v\hvj: and pub- 
lishing the incident, states that "two of the boys thought 
tbat jail would be T^ferahle, but deeideil on the church 
.,.,,,,.*,„•,•." It i. rvidont tbos<» two Iniys have not an exalt- 
(mI opinion of ^iod and his ehurcb. 



Now. friends, seriously, if you intend making any new 
ve;ir re^olnti..ns -et away fn»m the water wagon notion and 
frivoliiir^. hnt rc-o'lvo lirmly eiion-b that during 1909 
von will seeuri' at leaM onr now ^uhM-riher to the Blade, 
and more if you ean livt tlu'in. llavinir made such a 
lution, make am)tlier that you will keep it. 



h is vi-rv evident that Soeiali^t adv^rate. have hut little 
faith iu tiie pretensions of the orthodox ( h i-y towards 
,,.oncmnc reform. A writer in the WagU Slave insists tbat 
if ,!„ V h. admitted into their organizations they be put at 
iM.tiom of the class" and put through a form of pro- 
l,ation. Only the preachers are responsible for this atti- 
tmle of distrust 



The Christians complain ihat Nero addled while Kome was 
:„ire, but Christian preachers indulge in buiToonery while cousign- 
ing u.illions of human beings to an eternal bell. Nero was an 
amateur beside them. 

When the Auierit-au i-hundi has .uone the limit in the matter 
of side-shows as means of attraetion, they will then have to eom. 
pete with the variety dive for patronage. 
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PRIMITIVE. MAN IS NOT A MYTH. 

Continued from Page 7. 

brain. Birds have been experimented with; 
portions of tlieir brain removed. After 
whicli in some capacities tliey act as ration- 
al as ever, while in others tlieir mind was 
absolutely inui)erative. .Man has accident- 
ally injured portions ot the brain with aim- 
liar results^ 

In a mill there are different parts of ma- 
chinery performini different functions. Say 
the pumping apparatus becomes disabled; 
pumping ceases wtfile the rest of the ma- 
cblnary run* the same as ever. What is 
the ghost of this machinery doing while the 
visible portion is inoperative? What ia the 
ghost of the injured portion ot man's brain 
doing while that part of the brain is inop- 
erative? Is it Juat waiting for the day of 
Judgment? 

The Doctor says, tbmt if nature acts eter- 
nally the same under the same circumatan- 
eea, as I aver, evolution cannot be true; ii 
prodttoea constant changes. A bright It- 
year-old boy starts a snowball down a 
moumain, which in its Journey keeps en- 
larging by newly-gathered snow. My friend 
exclaims that nature must keep changing 
to enable the ball to change in site. The 
boy replies: ''No, nature stays the lama; 
it's the ball that changes: an.l it changes, 
too, because nature remains the same." 

He says. "Nothing ever progressed or re- 
trograded." What does he mean? He 
denies evolution: but Judging from his 
writings T infer that he is an educated man. 
Does be alio deny •eology? Geology 
•hows that man appeared on the earth but 
reeently, perhapa Irat lOO.OM to S60.000 year* 



ago. The lower animals appeared earlier; 
the lowest first and the higher later on, — 
grading right up higher and higher with the 
ages; while millions of new npeciea have 
iu some way appeared since the flrsi. More 
ana more is it being proved by geokigy that 
they grade into each other; don't suddenly 
Jump into existence; in other worda. the 
higher evolute from the lower. Now I will 
ask him: "How did man get here if not by 
evolution?" 

If species simply spring Into existence, 
why has not he or any mau in history ever 
seen any so come? We do lee evolution 
doing iU work today,— separating individ- 
uals into varieties, widening varieties apfrt 
in the direction of making them different 
species. Burbaak, of the Pacific Coast, 
has made his name immortal bringing new 
vegetables, fiowers and fruits into existence. 
Evolution is doing ita work as long as vari- 
ation continuea. VariaUon is so great in 
the human race that any individual can be 
distinguished from any other man cn the 
whole earth. I will ask him: Did the 
Negro and the white man spring from a 
common ancestor? Did the South African 
Bushman, with his ape like features. hl8 
short stature, who dies of old age at 35 or 
40? Did the Japanese and Chinese? Did 
the Englishman and the Dutchman come 
originally from the same forefnthern? Did 
the ape end any of these at one time have 
the same father? The fact that none but 
the very rudest Implements, alonj? with 
thfck human skulls, with shnllow and low 
foreheads, and havinK long ape like tusks, 
are found near the Klarial inTiod. proves 
that man has since been woiHUrfully im- 
proved upon. The Annoes. aboriginal hairy 
people ef Japan, are not ftur from a leparAte 



species from the Japaaeae. TheM two 
raeee are not much more akin than the 
horse and the donkey. They will eroas. tie 
true, but their oIlH^ring die off In a few 
generations, leavinff each race dlatlnct 

Some of the fossil rematais of primitive 
nian have been procnred. wherein he ahowa 
himaelf to be mid-way betwean the human 
and the ape. See Haeckel's ''Riddle of the 
Universe" p. 87. 

One has recently been discovered in 
Southwestern France, and it is now Ui the 
Museum of Natural History at Parii. M. 
Perriere read to the Academy of Science a 
paper on the subject by Prof. MareeHn 
Boule, instructor in paleontology at the mu- 
seum, from which it would appear that the 
skull !s of a form intermediary between 
that of the monkey and the man. Its skull 
and chin were nearer tbat of man than that 
cf any monkey now living, yet nearer that 
of the monkey than of any man now living. 

The evidence I gave in my last proves 
that the horse did evolute.' and since he did 
so. also did every animal on the globe, in- 
cluding man. Prof. Oslmrn. of the Anier 
lean Museum, writes uw: \\\t are con 
stantly discovering; additional remains of the 
ancestors of tlie horse, and the evidence 
that, the horse is descended from small five 
toed ancestors Is perfectly oonrlusiv< ." 

We do not contend that ther^ is sufnrle.nt 
Intfllipenct' in the atom or nomad, of itself, 
to finally produce man. but that through the 
selecting or sifting process of nature. In- 
telligence grows: as Is jjroved !)>• geology. 

Now. dear Brother, how can there be 
Kufflcieot intelligence in Vacuity, in Just 
NOTHING, to do It? 

Lineville, Iowa. 




The Slade iviust Live. 

rONN. — Answering .\oiii- Mihsiion in u 
H'i'i iw wli. tln r tin- lilad*' sliould 

or (lie. I I. cI Hiat \nv iIh- sal<e ot tin- «n 
li^iiiriiiiM'iu ol liuiiiaiiii \ . ii mii^t live. As 
I' lJM Ii iiiiv* IS. w.' < aii ill altuKi to s»'e tin- 
lite \vorl< of tliai iiolile tn-va, ('. ('. Moor**. 
ni««M witli an iKiioiiiiiiiniis d«atli. .No. !)> 
all iiK aiiM, no. Voii ar«' « «-itainl.v rioinK a 
jiiaiid woik ill tin' eaii.^.' of liiiniaiiit \ . Voiir 
ariirl. s l»> l.adM. CIos/, |{<.wl. <. and others 
sliould Ix- iMihlisiird in paiii|.!il' t tonn f(.r 
it« n« ral « i rental ion. I am ^atjslied Hiat 
\nn. as «Miii. I ot lie- IJlade. a'«' losing »)Ot li 
tiiiM- and ni()n«>. and a^ l''n'«t liinkers. we 
cannul expect our reward hereafter, us the 



|)r«- iclit i s (Uj. 'I'lier* loi r, j would sii>;Kesl a 
siisiainiiiK rnml of t« n d<d!ars ( aeti Iroin aO 
>ul)sri ilM IS. making ■*.".nit |M r Near. Tiiis 
would l»r a Kii-al d«al l«s.- llian im-w n-iit. 
Ii» sid< s. it would lie lor a rausr that is Ix n- 
ctittiii;: and u|ditiiim liunianii>. I will ho 
( in- ol I In- lilt > . .\ow h i \\,. h.-ar from 
everybody. Kneios^-d find elieck for $2.00 
^ Bmergency Fund A H. BISNNBl*'!'. 



For a ■eund Volume. 

IOWA.— Knclosed find money order for 
I»ut, me down for a Ixjur. l voluin" of 
tlx' niade. I want it. It seiMus I am like 
(he rest of tlie poor mortals— it is hard for 



III' 1 > raisi iii<> money and get out of debt. 



Rantwa and Donates. 

KBNTUCKY.— Bnctosed And check for 
13.00 to pay for subscription to the Blade 
for one year, and balance to pay subscrip- 
tion for some delinquent but worthy avb- 
scrtber.— H. L. PBAK. 



Wants To Help Us. 

\\ .\SiII.\(;'l'().\. I). ('.--l»IeMs»' favor me 
with saniph' copies of your pajter. 1 will 
laUf |d< asui«' after reading to place them 
in tin* hands of progressive people. (Jreater 
piML'irss will 1)1' made in this century than 
in all past centuries. The great mass of 
pectpie are thinking lndeiM»ndc'ntly for them- 
selves more than ever hefore. All advance 
isms and cults are accom|)lisliing henefldal 
results. We are In the beginning of the 
Millennium. Kvef yours for the haot— UBK 
CHANDALL. 



BLUB OBASS BLADE. 
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WiMrv W« MItMd It 

INDIANA.— Where you mliied wm in not 
dunning me « long time ago. enclosed find 
P. O. Order for $2.00; $1.50 to let my tub- 
■cription forward one year; 26c for A B C 
of Religion, and tlie other quarter to iwy 
postag*. Intereat. etc. I have no notion of 
letting my aubacription go unpaid, nor let- 
ting the Blade stop on me. Fact is. the 
Blade gains in favor with me all the time. 
That it haa greatly improved in the last year 
or so, no one can deny. "Let us keep steady 
in the boat"— ever standing for a nobler, 
higher, and purer life aa the best safeguards 
fo rthis life, and if so be. for eternity. If 
we could only get those propagators of re- 
ligious superstition to come out squarely 
and fight us fairly, we would vanquish them 
quickly. Thpy flpht only on the style of the 
•possum: that is. when they ar* backed Into 
thoir d^na. but the moment you pull them 
out Into the open they "suH" on you, aa 
if you won' not "worthy their steel." 
Rut ,ih. Is if tru»>. that you aro not worthy 
the'r steel? No. a thcmsand times, no! They 
only fear your st«M'l. And now. I take this 
oooasion to invlf»» th«'rn into th<» open. Como 
wi'h your i. ravers if vou like: we have nr) 
deiis fo »)ack into, no brass armor, nothing 
hwt n w.'ll polistH'd and a well pcised lance. 
And n< w. Mr I'ditor, wishing you and your 
family a iiapi.y lif.'. I am moB" tmly youra. 

— L. R. imOAinVKLL. 



How To Help the Bl ide. 

MICHIGAN. — I see by tab on wrappir tf 
lUade that niy subscription b u . xpM-. d. ami 
I hasten to renew. KncUtscd imd $i .".•» lo 
aiiply on my sii!)scription. Thr Ix si way 
to I «'|p flic niad«' has been co;'sld«'r» (I, and 
i do not ipiito l'k<' tbo "nofo" 'vay of llolen 
I'hilbi icU's. Sn ill nolos aro of no account 
if tho makor doos nof "for.> ovor". and 
nd^bt h»' nof as vvoll ■ fork o\o»-" Ix foro the 
note is issn<'d** 'I'll* n- ousilif \o l)e from -•»•» 
ti» .'•<•(• I.iln'rals wli(» aro subs liln'rs to tlio 
IUa<b'. wiio can afford to ' |»lanli «lo\vn" I'r »ni 
$2 to ripicrr t,. SAVK Till-: in.ADI': 
I am a m;m who works for a liv'n^ luif as 
I !)oifbor drink alcohol or smoke. I a:n not 
a pauper, arid 1 will be one of Hhi or more 
to lend a helpinn IimihI tor ()ri{ side, as our 
t ibei-al papers < im:lif never to fail Don't 
all speak at »;nce. breflireti mii-I sister * I 
will send $.'. ;is ^ eon 1^ llie lilMldl ed proill 
ise t<» do thf same Siidi ;i tliiim delin- 
quent subscript rs to a Freet hoiiLilif paper 
ouKbt never fo he All sluuild bo r. adv to 
p.MN Of conrs<-. there may be e\c' ptjeus 
but flie\ ar«' few. If is i sbaMi" that Liberal 
paptTs are in such a condition As we t(» 
(lav are whollv indebted to t'le Freet lioni,dP 
pioneers ef the |)ast for the little rree«Iom 
we have h<'ro e»i tlii-; earth w, to^) should 
trv, everv eno of us. fo file ufUKxt. fo leave 
a better herltaue more libertv to future 
generationA. This earth can only be re- 



deemed from religious superstitions by 
work and endeavor. I was reading today 
an editorial in the Detroit Times, in which 
the editor bewailed tte conditlona today. 
He advancea the idea that it is better for 
parents to lie to their children about Santa 
Clau« than to tell them the truth! ! I could 
not make out how he considered a lie was 
better than the truth, unless he was a faith- 
ful follower of Chrlat and St Paul, and then 
all is plain. Mytha must be believed and 
taught to the dear little children, or tVkt 
greatest of all mytha— Christianity— will 
soon be dead. Suporatition la rampant to- 
day, and brethren, we cannot afl6rd to let 
the fearless Blade die. Send in to the Blade, 
each one. what you can and will do.— P. 
B. HALL. 

QUBRIRS. 

Editor Blade: As Qod made aplders to 
prey on live flies and bugs, and tigers an>1 

lesser felines to live on men and smaller 
anlmala. la it any ain to feed live flies and 
bugra to apldera. or live men and animals to 
tlgera and lesser felines? Ta not Ooi 
pleased with such acta? The terrible ef- 
f( rts of the victims to escaiu nui ^t 
pleasine: to his sipht as the •'burnt" .^a<Tl 
Pee to his olfactories, and morc'lecs a^ his 
condition appears fo us. there ran he i ^ -In. 
as I' is in part a furtheranc<^ of hi. nlrois - 
his riesimis when he created this wovM. as 
ahown by the preeent records T 'iop.-» seme 
of the Ood-helleving people will answer the 
questions above for mv nrueflt. .is t (>np see 
no love, justice or Tu. rcv in .'v wh de 
set env\ exr-ept the little 'h it M« V • ;'n(l 'e re 
.r.p ir^ \u th" man's lie.-M* II ipMeo-. a 
better beinp: than his creator " IIAIJ.. 



Another for the Fund. 

.— Tt Is with sad rearret that I am 

coTupelled fo say T cannot po>-siblv renew 
mv subsc'iption fo the Rladc. but T do net 
watit s(unefbin<.r for uothiui:. aor he iiulehf 
ed f'>r my inf. Oh efuril ^u-t.-u i.,(-e Oti the 
other leind, nur rreetbfuiuh' niiMisl'er^ wit'i 
prohMblv no exception, are st'-im-liim d 's 
perttely to keep their i>nhlic:itioti>4 afloat, 
scnreelv ffettlUR: a deceu- livin- for their 
^elf -acrltlcinp: toil; heme ;ire in no cir- 
cuueuances to ftirtilsh free <- ub^criptlons, 
bow'-vep nuub fliev nii\ de-ire to do so 
The caus«' of ?n\ own in;thl|ifv to renew is 
i bronic ill health, < xtendini; o\er a p. riod 
of "(I vear- i»i which time T hav.> never b.-en 
free from sie|<ji(.ss anioim other meiubers 
of tnv fauiilv. until the <le:ifh (tf mv (]oi\r 
wife three years since ^Tv ovvn heal'h his 
co^tlTineii poor and fa'linu' until I ini un.ihh' 
to * am nn owu livinc: T beir vonr fortilve 
iH^^-s fer thn-: thnisfinn: uiu n M il one more 
"barl lucV s»orv" uik»u the i^Tund that it 
is tt<e onh . vcu'-'e that 1 can t.uthfullv offer 
;is ;i cause for lion renewal 'n siuip'^'*^ 
tnv ;is<ertto?>, T refer vou fo niv '.rood frietuls. 
Sinifleton Davis, editor Humanitarian Re- 



view. Franklin H. Heald. and J. D. 
Shaw, all of whom have known me 
from 10 to 2't years. I wlah tc arreat your 
attention with personalities but a moment 
more and aak if you rememb'*r of meeting 
me in Chicano in October 1891? f was then 
on my way to my present home in Califor- 
nia. I was introduced to you by E. A. Ste- 
vens. Prof. Bell waa also witn us.— Bell of 
Bennett Tilton's Xupid's Yoke" fame. I sat 
in the aadience of one or more of your 
lectures there. 

Now a little along buainess iinea. I think 
my subscription to the Blado expired about 
the beslnnins of this month, and the first 
number of the Blade In lieu of Higher 
Science was received in June. As I hare 
been visiting among relatives here all anm- 
mer, T have in moving about lost aoma of 
the Blades by loaning them to others to 
read, and would like to ke«p the file for 
reference, re retdtng, and to loan to my 
frineda at horK. But most of all. I want to 
preaerve Judge Ladd's artlclea, "Striking 
a Balance." arrra of which are in my miss- 
ing numbers. Ihe numbers of the Blade 
missing cut of my copies since June tt, are 
Xos 10. n. 17. 21. 24. 25. 2t and 80. Thoae 
of the T.add [inpera mlaaing pre the ones 
between 10 and 26: also between Noa. 28 
and ?,} What will the seven copies mlaa- 
in.i? cost" What will the numbers coat con- 
taining the Ladd articles mls;ln«:? Please 
let me know aoon as T exp, to ro to my 
home aa per card Incloaed aoon. Toura for 
TT. M. L. 



A Grateful Beneflcia'v. 

TFX\S.--Yeur kindncs to extend mv 
nbnlc 'o Oc'oher of thi^ > e »r T surelv ap 
prrci,»te. ;o>(l thatik \ ou for it \ow that 1 
am behind air'i'n I l;ite to -ec'lvt* vour 
ureat li'tle pat)rr v ithout pav inu: for if. sr 
1 shall have to let i? uo for riwliile. luit hop»» 
if will net h. louLT Iteforo T can retuit If 
Pihorer oMirhf fo have h\< reward, voa 
certMinlv sliould The fllade ha< op'^ned niv 
eve^. mv mind. mikI ii is reurt -kMble how 
mi-led hutnanifv is ireneral'v bv rollcrion 
TTow hard it i< to net :i <ub>;crii)f ion for th^ 
Blade. Well to do m»n n-ad It and admit iti 
trutha. but would not aubaprlbe.— 

For a Bound Volume. 
WK^T \'ll{r;i\IA You win please put 
me down f(U* one copv of the Hound Voluuu' 
of the Rlade ard T will pav for same when 
ready to ship C r MATSON. 

How It Struck Him. 

TOW \ Sotue eno succested that readers 
of the Blade pav !«!2 Instead of fl.RO. That 
strlkrs me as the best wav to stand hy a 
friend. It's worth 't Enclosed And order 
for %1 Tu^t nnrk me up paid for one yc^r. 
.'ind when fh:)t fime |« Up 1*11 < 
CEO O. RRKWRR. 
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BLUE OK ASS BLADE. 



NMMM oitiMttn UK msi Give 'Ea Fits. 



E. D. NATMAN. Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN, Cornet, or ClaHn«t. 

Other Instruments added if desired. 



Over 500 pieces of the latest music suit* 
abl« for any program, always on hand. 

Lock Box 800. I'hon.- IL'vii. 

siGoruxi:v. iowa. 
THF PROCESSION or PLANPTS 

* **^ISTHt(iRtArNEW BOOK IF YOU * ^ 

wondci «»hy the Earth moves, write to tit tutbor for i 
Incrtpthnof It: it shows t>ic true motinn^of matter. A«)(]rr«' 
HtANKUN II. IIULU. St«li«NiA. LUS AN(iELfc!>. CaiifoPM* 



THl 

A B C of Religion 

A COLLBCTION OF POEMS 

>om a Typa-Wrltten Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Common Sense. 

■y JOtKPH HAIQH, 

Ohabana*. nUnoii. 

IS CINTS. 

Address the Author or Blue Grass Blade. 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 



IN THl HOUII OF QMAT NBBa 



Following is a list of the names and ad- 
drosses of Liberal speakt-rrf v ho ar*- pre- 
pared to conduct funeral services over the 
remains of deceased Freethinkers. 

On account of probable d>-lay it would 
bt advisible to call them by telegram. 

Josephine K. Heury. Versailles. Ky. 

Dr. J. B. Wilson, 206 East Fourth Stroot, 
Cincinnati. Ohio. 

Parker H. Serrombe. Kdifor Tomorrow, 
13» l^ast o<;th S'reet, ChUago. Illinois. 

John R. Cbarleswortb, LexliiKton, Ky. 

Marion W. Marley, Bucklln, Kansas. 

A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgar. Iowa. 
J. C. Hannon, 3576 Wallaea St., 

Philadelphia. Pa. 

Stanberry Alderman, McCunnellavUla, O. 

H. H. Lana, MS N. Front St., New Haren, 
Oona. 



HOLIDAY RATBt 
via 

QUBBN 4 CRBBCBNT HOUTB 



TIektU on aalo Daeembar 19, 19. tS, t4. 
if, to, SI, and January 1. limit January 6, 
IMt. Ask aganu tor particulars. 

W. C. RINBAIIBON, 



Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 

riibliahed weekly at ill Bhie Island Avf 

. Ckkago, 111. 
J. B Lenau PabHahfl 

Official pHp<>r of the Materialist AMud:ittur 
In Caaada. or Foreign Countries, It.oo a Yeai 
Subscnption 50 Cents a Year. 

Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity of a life time for women 
who love Rood clothes. 

High School girls can obtain their grad- 
uation dresses without cost; working girls 
and married women may aecura fine fill 
or summer drc£F?P 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Bona flde offer — no fraud, no grafting or 
disapre. al»'e dutie s to [)erforni. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a tNA/o-cent postage stamp to 
247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SHEAQRBEN 



Narrlal^e and Divorce 

by 

OSCPH1NC K. HCNPIY 
VKRBAILLBt, KENTUCKY. 

Thottsanda of copies ot thia ttp-to-da'\ 
pamphlet ara now In clrculatkNi te 
United Statea and Kngland. It trsatr. It 
forcible atyla of the moat ImporUnt pob 
lem batora tha American paopla. It ahoald 
be read by both narrlad and sing la, by nK 
men and woman who daaira doasstf' 
conditions. 

All orders pronpUy flllad by tha avthr 
1 Copy M Cants. I Caplaa Ona Da' 

FQK THINKBBt WHO IHINF 



S E ic D S 



Rnrkl)«.»''s "I'lill J.iic" .\..rtlurii C.rowi 

Pe«liKrt't(| S««ds a tt-pututioii uf ijSyeariio 

tuccduilul h< i-d arowiug b«hiiKl timn. It pays If 
plant the I.. St. 

Seatoiialjlc Spei hiliies:— • 



Earliest Rn\ VaU- 



«vSo Bushel 
S I'.iisliel 



Refugee — l-.xtra K;iilv 
New SiririKli-ss Cit . 11 I'o.l . j , ;«> lui^h-. 
Wardwell's Inip. Ki.lm y Wax f i -,o Hii^ln I 



$\.f,o liiishe* 
$^ 50 Kushel 



Davis New Wliitr Wax' 
Currie's Rust Pi«M>t Wax 

Extra Early Alanka . . 

New Early Grad us .... 

llorsford's Market Garden . 13.50 Bushel 
Bui k lice's LiKhtiiiiiK Express 15.00 Bushel 
Lettuce, R*dUh, Tometo and a full line of 

.'ie-. tls. I'i. lilts Mull. s lit lowest j.''"wiii»f prices. 

S'ii<ll<.i . Miiipirti' . .1! ,1.,^.,:.- Ml siil.mit a list of 
y<<ui I. .luir. in. Ills .III.' ;m1I pn, ,-s. 

Hir. <li,. . t IP, in III. ...juu .1 - Money. 




H. W. BUCKBEE 



That's what "THK 
SCARLET SHADOW.' 
Walter Hurfa great rad- 
ical novel. do?s to th»» 
fo.cHji of b'pntry An<\ «u- 
pit Pt It li»n. And thf a«»r 
ular preaa cf tha eoiintrv 
goadiNl by th^ ehurch 
element. Is throwlnir n 
over !t. too No oth***" 
novel of this decade h^'* 
been so widely and nn 
bitterly d<»nounced by 
orthod^c I'rltlcs — whlrV 
la Hiifriclent proof that I' 
la all right. It hnn cr. 
ated a Lcnsation in cnn- 
•crvatlve circles and 
aused consternntlor 
ariioiip: the rlorpry. 

It la enthuaiasticall: 
endorsad by laadlnt 
Freelthlnkera through 
out the world Y011 »' 
Know tiiivv Hu t CHti write and In this hoo, 
he la at uia best. It la an elegant voIuiip- 
fit to ornament tha flnaat library: ocnUlnlni 
itt pasaa, prlntad on naavy emr-shell paper 
and iMuno In ox-blood oloth. 
PHre 11.10. postpaid. 

BLUB ORAaS BLADB. 

LeMlngton. Ky 



Fine Farm for Sale 



•PLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAVINC 
BOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 

Do you want a 218 acre farm? 

Do you want It In Athens. County. Ohio** 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two Ktory doubb' barn, almost new. Also 
six room fnrm house (good condition). 
Abundjinro of best water throughout farm. 
Two wells, one cistern; good out-buiUlIn .^s 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peaches. In center of coal field. Two 
shafts V4 mile east, another Roing down: 
4 shafts 2U miles nonb anri northwest, atj(' 
2 more poing down Coal S feet to 14 feet 
never less than S feet. One-quarter mil 
tf; pike (new): 3% miles to county sent— 
Athens— S.OOO inhabitants. Junction K. d 
M.. |{. a: O., and H. V. R. R in Horklns, 
Valley. Ili lrs are going lo sell at om i 
bring check book; you can't keep from buy 
Ing. Sell as low as $60 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH. M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A snciaitat Weakly, that advecatea Indue* 

trial rrilonUm. 

Revulutlonaty to the core. 
EDITED bV a FRBBTMINKBR. 

The ••n«niy of everythlns that aupporla the 

.•vistiti^ s.icial order 
Send for sample copy. 

Addreaa: The WaBS Iteva. Bes JtT. Haweaeh, 

MlPh. 

A. M. 



m.VE ORASS HLAm».. 



11 



B« Sure and SubtcrilM Per 

Secular Thought 

• Portnightly Journal of RattoiMil CHtl- 
•Itm In P»lltle«, telMMt aiMi Mifl^ii. 



Orpui of tiM 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 
Editor J. Sj)enc*>r Kills. 

Published at 185V^ Que.-n St. Weat, To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per aiiBfUB* to 
advance; single copies. 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial da- 
partment should \>e addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis. "Secular Though i." 
186H Queen St. West. Toronto. Can. 
All Buataaaa eommunicationfl. ordera tor 
Hooka, prfntlnff. etc.. should hm addraaaad— 

0. M. Ki.Lis. cropriptor and PobUahar. 
Secular Thought, 

18SH Queen St. West. 

Toronto. Can. 



DIAMONDS 



Order of mo and savr inotM }- I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
dlract; lia?a forty yaara' experience: am 
an aoeimte judge and analyat of these 
beautiful gema, and diagnose them In all 
their most delicate and Intiin ic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, hut buy th.- 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, ihus 
obtaining best discounts. TiUs saves in- 
terest on capital InYeated, renta. aalariea 
and the largo per oont of loas Incidental 
fo and unavoidable by all dealnrs who carry 
stock. The small c )mntissl(»n 1 will charge 
you for my lime, facilities and jud^mt iit 
will I), triiliim ill comparison to the savings 
between the prices your retail jeweler 
MUST charge you and mine. Send me a 
trial order. Upon receipt of gooda compare 
with otners. and If not satisfactory, retuni 
and your mom-y. Diamonds r<Mnounl- 

< d ill la c>t artistic de.-lgiis at lowt .sf prices. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches. Dia- 
monda, Jewelry. Silver. Plated or Optical 
goods. Free Thought and < ther Badges. 
Ingeraoll spoons and my famous tract: 
'ThOiam in Th.' CnuMhl.-.- fre»- 
OTTO WETTSTEIN 

HI. 




SEEDS 

FreiS. r .liaoib, Kre 

■ ' \ i'. M^n^r I, ,| 



FOR 10 CFNT« 
FAMOUS COLLECTION 

I I NK. I'riliCrM lUdidl ... . ((• 



Writ* t^>y! S^n-I tO c#nt» to »i.-!p jmy p«««at« an J 
l>». kirig fiiKl n-cei^.. It,., Kiiii.. 1 t ..lljctlon." u.- 

■• . • . ; ! t' ;, • .. «• ,r :. n " 

I Ci.t/wr .NouTiiKH.N .^i-:i-:i> c «>. 
I IUi*« St. liiK-kford. lUlwoU 



TO-MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 

TO-MORROW does not draw it^ inspira- 
tion from Tradition. Afysticism, Super- 

>iiii<'ii Ml- ( • . h ;s 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

Dealing with the questions of life from the 

iti peisoDul standpoint, and accepting the 
s( i« iiiiiic interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for those who are 
partisan, — not for those who ar« wedded 
lo s.nne pet belief or ism,— not for thoae 
u . are governed by fear of Ood or of 
l*iil)li(' Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Free Souls,- - for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send 1.') cents ft)r Three Moiths Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
10c the Copy. $1.00 I he Year. 

TO-MORROW wnisumxo 00.. 

139 B. 56th St., CHICAGO, ILL. 



The Woman and 

The Prospector" 



Is the title 



a i-uniatiee escrv w "iiian and 



child should read. It should be in the bands 
of all who are opposed to aiiperttition and 
graft, aa it ia a protest against vuecination, 
viyiaeetion, medical legislation and the ad- 
miniatration of dmga to human Iteinga; at 
the same time pointa out the only method 
for the cure of the eonaumptive. The book- 
let ia really fi*ee, but the eoat of advertiaing 
and postage we figure at 10 eents; so if you 
wish a eopy, aend ua 10 eenta, and we will 
send it to yuu. A. M. PARKER, 415 
Croekmr St., Lot Angolat, Calit 



8EN0 10c FOR SAMPLE. 
OP 

HealfsReligioos Stickers 

The same being short quotatlona 
"Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our 
ed Savior." "Baalam s Ass," "Mary Christ", 
•'Our Friend, the Devil," and other person- 
ages of sacrod memory. 

These are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good in spreading tho "glad tld 
ings of great joy.*' 

Until April 1. 1909. addroat— 

FRANKLIN HBALD. 

ClreleTiUo. Ohlt 



Do Too BcBeye 



That We Hiininn;: are aa ImportMt if 

Pips. Potatoes and Pups? 

nr yo'i believe that we *'grown-apa.' 
nud €vp.t ibe ChlMren. shjcld know at 

much iihont onr?( he< n? we know abOV 

FUhe-. 7'1'AVir-! nn ' Fine:'.'.' 
Do yen iH lieve in He'ter Fi'^^rny, a More 

If HO. F« nd ! 2rt for a year's subscrlptioik 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be m the Van of Human Pro£;resa. 

Publi.-sho.l mnrMily a' ^40 South Mali 
St.. l.e<? rallforniq. V. S. A 

SampI' •< n e- nts. 'rri:il three monthf 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 31 
cents st:impa. 



Tlie Holy Bible 

In a NutslwU 

\ N'ew Honkh't ^howlne: n»' the r( ntradlc 
tions a'ld fallaej*'-- of the Chfisfinn bible. 

.lus't he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to *'Jarr ' their telth 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Nowl tingle eopy lOe, S for tSo, II 
ftor $1.00. 

Addreaa: J. PRANTS. 
1728 Ellis Street., San Franolaoo, Cat. 

SEEDS 

BUCKBE£'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

rjU«4» to buUd \«>w naMnrM. AtiUlwUl^ 

irako >\>u our periuaiicul ousloiiu-r. 

' lU iiuia; Uiiiua, It bMt varu 
iiiib*-«i T»ri«tlM la aU. 
LIT ftHL 

I iMi Alper. 



••H»|*i««*rli«( bulb* 



I ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
SEND 10 CENTS 

I toeortr ro*^* •t'l I 'ck.ng and r«c«t«« tlito ▼alaA^lc i 

L liiMriieiUe. ItoMuilful i»r«a siid Plant Book, / 

L. :! 4t.Hii tho 'l««t o( SMd«, PUnU, ate / 

,H.W.Buckbi». '-'■•moW.ffi , 



16 HLUK OUASS BLADE. 

MERITOeiOUS 

Aavcrilsing Atiracis Busloess 

The rijfht kind of jafoods and prices to suit mean success 
but you must let the people know what you have 

We 

Clinton Advertising Co. 

bicoipoffltcd 

Louisville, Ky. Lexington^ Ky. 

Art Calendars, Leather Goods 
Aluminum Wares, Buttons, Rulers 

In fact cverythinjc that will tell ihe people where you are 
and the kind of business you are engaged in 

Special Designs for Freethinkers, if Desired 

J>oes ybqr business pay? Do you "wish it to pay" better? Then 
don't hide it. Write us for information. 



